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Abstract 
Child slavery, composed of child trafficking and the worst forms of child labour, 
is pervasive in West Africa today. Cote d'Ivoire, a West African country engaged in 
agricultural production, is a major destination for children to be trafficked and 
subsequently exploited for their labour. This project investigates how corruption, the 
abuse of public office for private benefit, enables child slavery to occur. In October 2007, 
data were collected through semi-structured interviews. Analysis indicates that corruption 
enables child trafficking, compromises victim protection, and allows for an environment 
of impunity to reign. Poverty emerges as a pertinent contributing factor to both child 
slavery and corruption, and dissent emerges regarding the actors responsible for 
exploiting children. It becomes apparent that corruption is not always needed to facilitate 
child slavery. This project highlights the need for holistic programming in fighting 
against child slavery, and recommends further investigation of certain aspects of 
corruption and child slavery in the West African region. 
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Chapter One 
Introduction 
West Africa1 is home to a contemporary slave trade in children, where thousands of 
children are traded and put to work each year. Child trafficking and the worst forms of child 
labour, which often exist on a continuum, are the activities making up this illicit trade, and 
they are enabled by corruption. Left in a vulnerable position due to poverty, children are 
recognized as a commodity, removed from their families, and placed into the hands of 
traffickers. At their destination, they are placed in the possession of someone who will 
exploit them for their labour. 
Many children in the West African country of Cote d'Ivoire are, in a very literal sense 
of the word, enslaved. Their life is defined by servitude and their behavior is defined by 
submission. For these children, sense of time is an unknown concept and the world outside 
their workplace is unimaginable. In previous volunteer work in the Cote d' Ivoire I met such 
children; their experiences were captivating, and I was intrigued to learn more. I asked the 
trafficked and the traffickers, the young children working in the market and those who lived 
in their neighbourhood: "How did they get here? And how do they continue to live each day 
like this?" Though opinions varied, corruption consistently emerged as a relevant, often 
times necessary, factor in the process. It was a factor I decided to further explore. There are 
people who bear witness to the child slave trade, for the agriculture industry in particular, as 
a part of their daily lives in rural Cote d'Ivoire. Through speaking with them, this project 
investigates how corruption, in its many manifestations, enables child slavery in West Africa. 
1 For the purpose of this project, West Africa shall refer to Benin, Burkina Faso, Cote d' Ivoire, Ghana, Guinee, 
Liberia, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, and Togo. 
Investigating the relationship between child slavery and corruption is highly relevant. 
Firstly, slavery compromises the well being of West African children, and research will 
contribute to an understanding of the phenomenon. Secondly, there has been a notable 
increase in knowledge of child slavery in West Africa. Despite this, comparing research 
available for West Africa to that of other regions highlights the need for further knowledge. 
Thirdly, the relationship between child slavery and corruption must be addressed. 
Child slavery compromises the well-being of West African children in both the short 
and long term. Therefore, there is a need to protect children from economic exploitation 
(Admassie, 2002). In the short term, failure to do so may compromise their rights to 
education, to healthcare, and to family unity (Mulinge, 2002). Slavery reduces children to 
commodities, which are bought, used, and sold according to market supply and demand 
(International Labour Organization [ILO], 2001). A child may be enslaved for the short term 
survival of his or her employer or family, but this compromises the child's long term gains 
(Admassie, 2002). By transforming a child's life into that of a commodity, his or her well-
being in the long term is compromised because valuable investments in his or her future, 
such as education and social development, are taken away. For example, a child' s 
engagement in employment may compromise his or her ability to escape future poverty 
through schooling (Ravallion & Wodon, 2000). Clearly, child slavery can compromise a 
child's well being in both the short and long term. 
There has been a noticeable increase in knowledge of child slavery in West Africa. At 
the tum of the century little was known and even less was written. Available information 
came not from statistical data, but from non-government organizations (NGOs) and media. 
For example, in the late 1990s, in Nigeria, Togo, and Benin, NGOs began to target their 
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programming, and thereby gain information, on various populations of trafficked children 
(Adepoju, 2005). Yet child slavery in West Africa truly stepped into the spotlight as 
extensive media attention was paid to a 'slave ship;' the M.V. Eterino was spotted off the 
West African coastline and was supposedly carrying over a hundred children to be used as 
slaves (Taylor, 2002). As various countries along the coast denied the ship entry, claiming no 
responsibility, the media coverage of the event continued to grow. At the end of the day 
nothing more than an inconclusive story emerged. However, this incident shed light on the 
issue. In response, working partnerships between NGOs and industry, such as the 
International Cocoa Initiative (ICI) were started (ICI, 2007), media reports became more 
common (Taylor, 2002), scholarly attention increased, and government and international 
bodies were forced to pay more attention to the issue. 
Despite a notable increase in knowledge, looking at the availability of child slavery 
literature for other regions attests to the fact that there is room for improvement. Although 
there are thousands of children being trafficked in West Africa (Human Rights Watch 
[HRW], 2003), there is relatively little research focusing on the region. There tends to be 
more attention paid to child slavery in other regions. For example, much research exists on 
trafficking in South East Asia, and to a lesser extent on women being trafficked out of 
Eastern Europe (Taylor, 2002). In spite of the highest incidence of child labour in Africa, 
most media and scholarly attention has focused on Asia, and to a lesser extent Latin America 
(Bass, 2004). The lack of information available for Africa is readily apparent. 
Understanding who does research and why may explain the imbalance m the 
literature. According to Godziak & Collett (2005), it is the states that are affected by human 
trafficking, and have the resources to fight against it, which are most likely to take action. To 
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the detriment of victims trafficked within the West African region, their existence does not 
largely affect such states. Therefore, these victims are further marginalized than those who 
may be trafficked elsewhere. In the interest of the well-being of these victims, the 
understanding of their enslavement must improve. When looking at the availability of 
knowledge, it becomes clear that not enough exists. 
Further research is needed on the relationship between child slavery and corruption. 
To date, literature exists on the relationship between slavery and corruption in general, and 
the relationship as it exists in other world regions. Literature available on child slavery in 
West Africa only acknowledges corruption as a caveat. But presently, research focusing 
specifically on the relationship between child slavery and corruption in the West African 
region is unavailable. As pointed out by Richards (2004), to the detriment of holistic 
approaches to understand and fight against labour trafficking, corruption is yet to be named 
and targeted in most research. Corruption is an enabler of child slavery. In light of the 
importance of the relationship, and a relative absence in the literature, there is a need for 
further research on the relationship between child slavery and corruption in West Africa. 
Given the need for further research, the goal of this project is to investigate the 
relationship between child slavery and corruption in West Africa. I intend to learn exactly 
how corruption affects child slavery, while being aware of the causative effects of poverty. In 
order to reach this goal, the research objectives for this project are: 
1) To understand perceptions of child trafficking, the worst forms of child labour, and 
corruption. 
2) To learn how corruption enables child trafficking and the worst forms of child labour. 
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These objectives are investigated through a project design based in Cote d'Ivoire. 
Due to logistical complexity, it was not possible to conduct research throughout the West 
African region. However, since there are common characteristics shared among West 
African countries, findings from Cote d'Ivoire lead to implications for the entire region. 
These characteristics are discussed further in Chapter Three. 
In relation to the first objective, it will be seen that local definitions of child slavery 
and corruption do not differ largely from the literature, that respondents have a greater 
awareness of trans-national rather than internal trafficking, and that respondents are very 
knowledgeable of general trends in the trafficking process. Dissent arises regarding which 
actors are responsible for child slavery. Views emerge indicating that child slavery is thought 
to exist in Cote d'Ivoire because child labour is a part of local culture, a poor economy and 
lack of education at the source makes children vulnerable, and poverty at the destination 
creates a demand for children. After obtaining information regarding to the first objective, 
the second objective is addressed. 
In relation to the second objective, it will be seen that corruption aids internal 
trafficking, and that corruption aids trans-national trafficking through complicity (bribery) or 
active involvement (organizing convoys of children or creating false documents) of police at 
various levels. Corruption is viewed as a culprit, compromising victim protection and 
allowing for impunity; yet this project also exemplifies that corruption is not always a 
necessary element of child slavery. Based on these findings, important methodological 
conclusions, and practical and theoretical recommendations will be drawn. 
Methodological conclusions include the need for effective cross-cultural 
communication and creating an environment of trust, and exemplify methodological aspects 
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that proved to be particularly advantageous in the research process. Theoretical 
recommendations highlight the need to further investigate the relationship specifically in the 
West African region, the relevance of poverty in future research, and the need to further 
investigate poverty as a cause of corruption. Practical recommendations for organizations 
working to fight child slavery include recognizing a tendency to blame others and ensuring 
that programming is holistic. 
The aforementioned research objectives are approached usmg an analytical 
framework that recogmzes a relationship between the components of child slavery, 
corruption and poverty (Figure 1 ). 
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Figure 1- Analytical Framework for Understandin& Child Slavery and Corruption 
The relevance of poverty to both child slavery and corruption can not be 
underestimated. Child slavery in West Africa is rooted in the deteriorating economic 
situation (Adepoju, 2005). Poverty has an effect on both the supply and demand for child 
slaves. On the one hand, when a family is afflicted by extreme poverty, a child is left 
6 
vulnerable to being enslaved (Sebastian, 1997), increasing the supply of children available. 
On the other hand, child trafficking becomes a demand driven phenomenon when people 
cannot make an adequate income without the use of slave labour (Adepoju, 2005). 
Conversely, child slavery causes poverty by decreasing a child' s opportunity for education or 
future employment (Admassie, 2002). While poverty has a causative relationship with child 
slavery, corruption has an enabling effect. As pointed out by Richards (2004), it is corruption 
which greases the wheels of trafficking networks. It can also be corruption which allows a 
person to continue enslaving a child (United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime [UNODC], 
2006a). As well as the aforementioned causative and enabling relationships, it is 
recognizable that corruption causes poverty (Collier, 2000). In addition, I believe a fourth 
relationship may exist in which poverty causes corruption, because it is logical that in 
economies defined by poverty, such as those in West Africa, corrupt practices may be 
resorted to by the impoverished. Thus, poverty may cause corruption. The analytical 
framework takes the wider socioeconomic context defined by poverty into account, and it 
will be used in the various steps of this project. 
In this chapter, the relevance, the goal and research objectives, and the 
analytical framework of this project have been explained. The following chapters will 
present the various steps in this project. In Chapter Two, a literature review summarizes 
available research to date and identifies the need for further research. In doing so, the 
relevant concepts relating to child slavery, and the socioeconomic context in which child 
slavery exists, are explained. Chapter Three explains how research was designed and 
conducted in rural Cote d'Ivoire. Chapter Four summarizes results, and in Chapter Five, 
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these results are compared and contrasted to the available literature. Lastly, in Chapter Six, 
conclusions are drawn and recommendations are made. 
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Chapter Two 
Literature Review 
Child slavery in West Africa is insidious. Corruption, which compromises the rights 
of the child in most African countries, plays an active role in the processes related to child 
slavery (Mulinge, 2002). More specifically, according to Richards (2004), corruption has an 
enabling effect by greasing the wheels of traffickers and employers. In this chapter, the terms 
relating to child slavery will be clearly differentiated and explained. The wider 
socioeconomic context in which child slavery exists, including the push and pull factors 
created by poverty, will be investigated. Corruption will be defined, and its incidence and 
connections to poverty will be explained. The various ways in which corruption enables child 
slavery will be investigated. Arising from a review of the literature, the need for further 
research on the relationship between corruption and child slavery in West Africa will be 
made apparent. 
Child Slavery 
This section will differentiate and define the pertinent concepts of the child, child 
slavery, child trafficking, and the worst forms of child labour. For the purposes of this 
project, child trafficking and the worst forms of child labour are considered to be processes 
which make up child slavery. 
The concept of who is considered a child vanes widely among cultures, but a 
generally agreed upon definition arose in 1990. With the ratification of the United Nations 
Convention of the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), children were defined in international law 
as follows (Manzo, 2005a): "A child means every human being below the age of eighteen 
years unless under the law applicable to the child, majority is attained earlier" (UNCRC, 
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web, 2006). Though ratified, the above definition has been criticized for creating a western 
ideal of childhood, characterized by children who are dependent on their parents and are 
involved only in school and play, despite the variable nature of childhood around the world 
(Moore, 2000). It is also argued that adolescents are more adult than child (White, 2002), and 
therefore it is debatable who should be considered a child. Although western ideals still 
loom, international conventions do allow for legal distinctions between age groups (Manzo, 
2005a). Notably, the Minimum Age Convention of the ILO specifies fifteen years as the 
universal minimum age for a working child (ILO, 2006). Although this specified mark has 
sometimes been used in research relating to child slavery, literature based on West Africa 
covers a number of age ranges between four and eighteen (Manzo, 2005a). Thus, in order to 
include all relevant research, the widely used definition of the child created by UNCRC is 
used in this project. 
Child slavery still exists on a large scale today, despite abolition in legislation starting 
over two hundred years ago2. The term slavery may invoke outdated images of whips and 
chains, yet slavery has not disappeared (Manzo 2005b ). Rather, it has transformed into 
modem day slavery defined by the following common characteristics: 
1. Forced to work through mental or physical threat; 
2. Owned or controlled by an ' employer,' usually through mental or physical abuse or 
threatened abuse; 
3. Dehumanized, treated as a commodity or bought and sold as 'property' ; 
4. Physically constrained or has restrictions placed on his/her freedom of movement. 
(Anti- Slavery International [ASI] , 2008, web) 
2 Slavery was abolished in Britain in 1807, and throughout the British colonies in 1833. In 1926, the League of 
Nations Slavery Convention outlawed slavery and the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights, which was 
adopted in 1948, made slavery a human rights violation (Van den Anker, 2006). 
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This project focuses on two specific components of child slavery found in West Africa: child 
trafficking and the worst forms of child labour. These phenomena are integral to child 
slavery, yet have key differences. Generally, while child trafficking refers to the 
nonconsensual movement of children between and within countries for the purpose of 
exploitation (United Nations Children's Fund [UNICEF], 2002), the worst forms of child 
labour refer to work done against one's will through violence and coercion (ILO, 2002). 
Before defining child trafficking and the worst forms of child labour, it is necessary 
to note inconsistencies in the definitions. Firstly, in regards to the literature, much debate 
exists over the similarities and differences, and whether child trafficking and the worst forms 
of child labour are one in the same or two different phenomena. For example, Manzo 
(2005a), maintains that child trafficking is a means to enable the worst forms of child labour, 
only the latter involving an element of exploitation and therefore being defined as slavery. 
Whereas Scarpa (2006), labels both child trafficking and the worst forms of child labour as 
slavery, and the ILO (2001) recognizes trafficking as one of the worst forms of child labour. 
The inconsistency can be altogether confusing and difficult to dissect. Secondly, although 
concepts may be differentiated one way or another in literature, to those who experience 
them they are phenomena which occur on a continuum or as part of a cycle of exploitation. 
For example, in a study which interviewed 44 repatriated Beninese children, every child had 
been trafficked to a foreign country, worked, and then re-entered the trafficking circuit at 
least one more time (ILO, 2001). Thus where one phenomenon begins and the other ends is 
rarely demarcated. Considering the variation in literature and the reality on the ground, this 
project focuses on both child trafficking and the worst forms of child labour. Nevertheless, 
defining these two key concepts is imperative. 
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Child trafficking has been an evolving concept. In the 1990s, the West African 
branches of the ILO and UNICEF worked together to create the following definition which 
was used in their work and research until 2001. 
For the transfer of children to be qualified as trafficking, there should be; 
1. the conclusion of a transaction; 
2. the intervention of an intermediary; 
3. the motive to exploit. 
The term "transaction" refers to "any institution or practice through which young people, 
below 18 years, are handed over by either or both parents, or by a guardian to a third 
person whether for a fee or not, with the intention of exploiting the person or the work of 
the young person" (Kielland & Sanogo, 2002, p.5). 
Such a definition did not encompass all forms of child trafficking. Therefore, as the 
understanding of child trafficking progressed over time, a new definition emerged; in 
December 2001 this new definition was agreed upon in Palermo, Italy, as part of the United 
Nations Protocol to Prevent Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons (Keeble & Ralston, 
2003). The definition recognized children trafficked without the use of an intermediary, 
children who migrate on their own accord, children who are kidnapped, and orphans. 
Another key difference was the recognition of a child's inability to consent, which 
discounted any consent as invalid in the interest of protecting the child (Godziak & Collett, 
2005). The new working definition of child trafficking is: 
The recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring, or receipt of a child for the 
purpose of exploitation shall be considered 'trafficking in persons' even if it does not 
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involve any of the means set forth in sub paragraph (a) in this article (UNICEF, 2002, 
p.2). 
The latter definition of child trafficking represents a greater understanding of the issue. Since 
its inception, it has become a common definition across various realms of research, but it is 
notable that some available literature dates back to before December 2001, and therefore uses 
the previous definition. For the purpose of this project, the latter definition shall be used to 
refer to child trafficking3. 
The next concept to be defined is the worst forms of child labour. But preceding this, 
it must be noted that the more general concept of child labour, rather than the worst forms, 
refers to: "The work of a child which deprives children of their childhood, their potential and 
their dignity, and that is harmful to physical and mental development" (International 
Programme on the Elimination of Child Labour [IPEC], 2008b, web). The definition of child 
labour presented a challenge when applied to parts of the developing world, being criticized 
as portraying a very westernized view of childhood (Aitken, 2001 ). It has proved particularly 
problematic for West Africa, where the work of a child can be regarded as a valuable type of 
education or a necessity for a family ' s economic viability. As pointed out by Ajayi & 
Torimiro (2003), what is viewed as an abuse in one culture may not be viewed as an abuse in 
another. For example, in a study of seven West African countries4, the ILO (2001) found it to 
be socially acceptable to put a child as young as four years of age to work. 
Unlike the concept of child labour, the need to protect children is universally 
recognized. In their study involving Nigerian focus groups, Ajayi & Torimiro (2003), found 
3 Smuggling is an illegal form of migration which differs from trafficking as it is consensual and is not done for 
the purpose of subsequent exploitation (UNODC, 2006b). Although smuggling and corruption may be related, 
smuggling is not considered as a form of slavery, and is therefore not considered in this project. 
4 Benin, Burkina Faso, Cote d' lvoire, Ghana, Mali, Nigeria & Togo. 
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that there were disagreements on the views of child labour, but there was a consensus on the 
need to keep children from harm. With the realization that the concept of child labour was 
simply too simplistic for applied purposes, the concept of the worst forms of child labour 
came into existence. In 1999, this concept was created by the ILO in order to progressively 
eliminate child labour (IPEC, 2008a). The worst forms of child labour are defined as the 
following: 
(a) all forms of slavery or practices similar to slavery, such as the sale and trafficking 
of children, debt bondage and serfdom and forced or compulsory labour, including 
forced or compulsory recruitment of children for use in armed conflict; 
(b) the use, procuring or offering of a child for prostitution, for the production of 
pornography or for pornographic performances; 
(c) the use, procuring or offering of a child for illicit activities, in particular for the 
production and trafficking of drugs as defined in the relevant international treaties; 
(d) work which, by its nature or the circumstances in which it is carried out, is likely 
to harm the health, safety or morals of children. (ILO, 2002, web). 
The definition of the worst forms of child labour reflects a greater understanding of West 
African realities. Therefore, this project focuses specifically on the worst forms of child 
labour, rather than child labour in general. 
The socioeconomic context of child slavery 
Child slavery exists in a wider socioeconomic context defined by poverty. Firstly, this 
section will explain why the incidence of child slavery can be difficult to ascertain, and 
therefore does not contribute to an in depth understanding of the phenomenon. Secondly, the 
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wider socioeconomic context m which child slavery exists will be considered. More 
specifically, the push and pull factors created by poverty are investigated here. 
Even though child slavery is known to exist in West Africa, the incidence of child 
slavery is unknown. As pointed out by Richard Danziger, Head of the Counter Trafficking 
Division of the International Organization for Migration (I OM), when speaking about global 
trafficking patterns: 
Any estimates are really rule of thumb ... the important thing is that it is in the 
hundreds of thousands. To me, whether it is 700,000 or four million does not make a 
lot of difference. Either figure shows that the problem is enormous (in Maier, 2006, 
p.175). 
A wide range of estimates exist on the scope of modem day slavery globally, (U.S. 
Department of State, 2007), but it is only recently that child slavery is being studied and 
reports are increasing for West Africa. According to Cohen (as cited in Christian Science 
Monitor, 2003, web) there are no precise overall estimates of children trafficked in West 
Africa each year. This is not simply because the subject area is only recently being studied, 
but also because of its illicit nature. According to UNICEF (2005), obtaining accurate data 
on child trafficking is difficult due to its criminal nature; lawmakers and public servants 
often find it difficult to acknowledge and confront the scale of the problem. 
Geography, and child slavery's decentralized nature, also plays a role in determining 
incidence. For example, in the Cote d'Ivoire there are more than 600,000 farms, indicating 
that a lack of information regarding child slavery is due in part to economic geography 
(Manzo 2005b ). There is clearly a lack of precise information regarding prevalence, and due 
to the illicit nature of the phenomenon, it can not necessarily be remedied by the addition of 
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new findings (Manzo, 2005b ). Nevertheless, even considering the absence of exact estimates, 
there is no lack of clarity that the existence of child slavery threatens the well-being of 
children in West Africa. What is known is that the problem is enormous (Salah, 2001). 
Poverty defines the wider socioeconomic context in which child slavery occurs. 
Poverty is the common denominator making children vulnerable across a variety of situations 
(Bales, 2004), and there is widespread agreement on the causal role which poverty plays in 
child slavery (Bales, 2004; de Haan, 1999; Dottridge, 2002; Getu, 2006; ILO, 2001; Kielland 
& Sanogo, 2001; Kielland & Ouensavi, 2002; Scarpa, 2006; Taylor, 2002; UNICEF, 2002; 
van den Anker, 2006). For example, of the nine countries5 studied by ILO (200 1 ), those that 
fell lowest on the Human Development Index (HDI)6 were origin countries for trafficked 
children. In a study by UNO DC (2006b ), impoverished conditions such as those of children 
living in Benin, Nigeria or Togo, were found to make a child susceptible to being recruited 
by traffickers in order to enter the slavery circuit. Moreover, poverty induces poor parents 
give their children up to traffickers for labour exploitation under the pretext of providing 
them with greater opportunities (Dottridge, 2002). This is exemplified by ILO (2001) which 
found that, in general, trafficked children come from poor rural areas where the vast majority 
of parents are involved in agriculture. In addition, ASI (2004) found that the high level of 
poverty in Burkina Faso made parents sufficiently desperate to gamble that their children 
may have a better life and contribute to household earning power. 
Poverty creates push factors including lack of education, HIV and AIDS, and 
migration (UNODC, 2006a). Additionally, it creates producer demand for cheap labour, 
which is a pull factor (Manzo, 2005b ). The push and pull factors will be investigated below. 
5 Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Cote d'Ivoire, Gabon, Ghana, Mali, Nigeria, and Togo. 
6 The HDI is a statistical tool which measures economic and social development (United Nations Development 
Programme, 2008). 
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The first push factor is a lack of education, which results when poverty decreases a 
child's opportunity to go to school (Admassie, 2002). Children are more likely to be 
trafficked as they are less safe outside of the physical school building, falling prey to those 
wishing to exploit (Kielland & Sanogo, 2001 ). Children often enter into child slavery under 
the deception of a placemene (Off, 2007). A lack of education decreases future 
opportunities, and as a result, parents believe placement of their children is in the best 
interest of their child (ILO, 2001). Alternatively, a placement may be considered a good 
option if the local culture does not highly value education (ILO, 2003). A lack of education 
may lead to a lack of knowledge where parents, other caregivers, or children may be unaware 
of the consequences of leaving home for work (ILO, 2003). For example, the ILO (2001) 
found that the majority of parents of repatriated children were illiterate or only had some 
form of elementary schooling, implying parents and children may be unaware of dangers. In 
many cases, ignorance to the reality of child slavery is a contributory factor to exploitation 
(Kielland & Ouensavi, 2001). By making children more physically available to traffickers, 
the rise of placements in lieu of education, and ignorance of the realities of child slavery, 
lack of education contributes to child slavery. 
The second push factor created by poverty is the presence of HIV and AIDS. The rise 
of HIV and AIDS has created a generation characterized by orphans and child headed 
households in which children must provide for their families (Lewis, 2005). Even in 
instances when one or both parents are still living, roles may be reversed, and a child may be 
forced to care for ailing parents (Poku, 2002). Sickness and death due to HIV and AIDS put 
increased responsibility on children, in which they may seek economic opportunities and fall 
7 In the extended African family system, everyone has the responsibility of a child ' s upbringing. Thus, on the 
occasion that there are relatives living in better circumstances, a child may be entrusted to them for social and 
educational upbringing (ILO, 2001 ). This situation is often referred to as placement. 
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victim to slavery. This is especially true if children decide to migrate for such economic 
opportunities, for they will be susceptible to traffickers (HRW, 2003). Furthermore, UNODC 
(2006b) found that children may be inclined to migrate not just because of economic 
opportunities, but also due to the social stigma of having a family member with AIDS. 
Increased pressure to make ends meet, as well as the social stigma attached to HIV and 
AIDS, have put children at an increased risk for slavery. 
A third push factor created by poverty is increased migration. Migration is rooted in 
cultural norms. Migration increases in response to uneven economic development, and a 
rising youth population continues to propel this migration. 
Migration is a tradition rooted in cultural norms. Historically, moving to cities to find 
temporary jobs in the dry season has been normal for inhabitants of many rural West African 
communities (ILO, 2001). For many families , the best interest of the child can be the 
responsibility of the extended family; therefore children are often placed in the homes of 
wealthier family members to work towards a better future via school or apprenticeships 
(Aronowitz & Peruffo, 2004). This culturally accepted system of migration, which has 
increased due to population growth and uneven economic development, facilitates the work 
of intermediaries (Salah, 2001 ), and is abused for purposes of monetary gain (UNO DC, 
2006a). 
Migration is linked to uneven development in West Africa where pockets of the poor 
move to areas of perceived opportunity. Migration can be understood as a supply and 
demand phenomenon "where the supply of workers available for export is a function of 
specific economic conditions in the poorer country, and the demand for their services is a 
function of economic and social processes elsewhere" (Taylor and Jameison, 1999, p.261). 
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The West African region may well have the largest proportion of inhabitants movmg 
between countries in the world (United Nations Office for West Africa [UNOWA], 2007). 
The dramatic changes in Africa's economic fortunes undermined the abilities of some 
families to provide for their children (Adepoju, 2005), leading to rural-urban and 
international migration. The majority of trafficked children come from rural areas where 
there are higher poverty levels (UNO DC, 2006b) and lower levels of education and social 
services offered (ILO, 2001). International migration in the West African region is 
characterized by movement from poorer to wealthier countries. For example, sending or 
source states, such as Benin, Nigeria, and Togo, have between 33% and 73% of the general 
population living on less than a dollar a day (HRW, 2003). Whether migration is rural-urban 
within a country, or international, the shift is always from economically disadvantaged areas 
to more economically secure areas (UNO DC, 2006b ). Economic growth in Gabon, Cote 
d'Ivoire, and Nigeria which occurred as neighbouring economies slowly trudged along, may 
have aggravated child slavery in West Africa as people sought to escape impoverishment 
(ILO, 2001; Manzo 2005a). 
A rising youth population may lead to an increase in child slavery (Admassie, 2002), 
in this case by propelling migration. West Africa is not densely populated, but it does have 
the highest fertility rates in the world8 (ILO, 2001). In recent years, population growth has 
led to increased migration in the region (UNOW A, 2007). This trend is of particular concern 
considering that the current demography of West Africa is largely made up of youth seeking 
employment, the majority of which have no hope of getting a decent job, but migrate in 
response to perceived opportunity (UNOWA, 2007). Notably, Adepoju (2005) explains that 
concern increased with reports of children who obviously had no work showing up in various 
8 The world 's total fertility rate is at 2.58 children per woman, while West Africa's is at 5.5 (UNOWA, 2007). 
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towns. They came in increasing numbers living in shanty towns and begging in the streets, 
their lifestyle making them vulnerable; "Most of these youths risk everything to fight their 
way hazardously to rich countries with the assistance of traffickers and bogus agencies, in 
search of the illusory green pastures," (Adepoju, 2005, p.81). Though rooted in cultural 
norms, migration occurs in response to uneven development and will continue to increase 
with a growing youth population (UNOW A, 2007). Migration is of particular concern for 
West Africa's youth who may fall victim to slavery. 
The aforementioned factors including lack of education, HIV and AIDS, and 
migration, are all push factors whose root cause is poverty (UNO DC, 2006b ). However, 
poverty is also the root cause for a pull factor: producer demand for cheap labour. This is 
exemplified in Cote d'Ivoire where, in response to falling commodity prices, farmers 
increasingly depend on slave labour in order to keep production costs of cocoa low (ASI, 
2004). Children are ideal targets due to docility, obedience, lack of association with 
organized labour unions, and an inability to protect themselves; they can also be forced to 
work longer hours without food or compensation, allowing employers to keep costs down 
(Admassie, 2002; UNO DC, 2006b ). The existence of an international market for child labour 
takes advantage of the supply of children from poor families with limited means (Adepoju, 
2005). But according to Scarpa (2006), the supply of children would not be employed if there 
were not a demand for their services in the first place. 
In this section, the wider socioeconomic context in which child slavery exists has 
been examined. Although the incidence of child slavery can be difficult to ascertain, 
investigating the push and pull factors resulting from poverty contributes to an understanding 
of child slavery. As literature pertaining to child slavery has been presented, literature 
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pertaining to the second variable studied in this project, corruption, will be reviewed in the 
next section. 
Corruption 
Corruption is pervasive in the work and structure of many West African governments 
(Transparency International [TI], 2007a), and it threatens the rights of the child in most sub-
Saharan African countries (Mulinge, 2002). In this section, corruption is defined and its 
incidence is examined. Like child slavery, corruption occurs in the wider socioeconomic 
context defined by poverty, and this context will be investigated. 
Defining corruption is difficult because of its many manifestations (Global 
Programme Against Corruption [GPAC], 2004), but even divergent views agree that it is bad 
behaviour (Fagbadebo, 2007). The World Bank defines corruption as the abuse of public 
office for private benefit (Tanzi, 1998). A similar but broader definition, recognizing 
corruption as the misuse of entrusted power for private gain, is provided by TI (2008). This 
project investigates corruption in the public sector rather than the private sector, and 
therefore, the abuse of public office for private benefit shall be used to refer to corruption. 
This definition of corruption can be broken down even further into petty and grand 
corruption. Petty corruption refers to bribery, or the exchange of money, gifts, or small 
favours in return for preferential treatment, whereas grand corruption refers to those acts 
which pervade or distort the higher levels of government; the former exists within the context 
of already established governance and social frameworks, while the latter involves the 
distortion of central government functions (GPAC, 2004). This project investigates petty 
corruption in the police, legal, and judiciary institutions based on information gathered from 
people's experiences working in the field. Since most respondents would likely have 
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personal experience with petty corruption and not with grand corruption (Konold, 2007), the 
investigation of grand corruption in relation to child slavery is beyond the scope of this 
particular project. 
Although corruption is an illicit cnme newly emergmg m research, and precise 
incidence levels are not concrete, its existence is well known in West Africa. In fact, many 
African societies are considered to be the most corrupt in the world (Collier, 2000). Data 
collection has been started on corruption globally, and results have been used to create the 
Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) and the Global Corruption Barometer (GCB), which are 
published annually by TI9• The former ranks countries on experts' perceptions of corruption, 
whereas the later ranks countries based on citizens' experiences with bribery. Rankings are 
dismal when viewing the countries covered in this project. In the CPI, the majority 10 scored a 
3.0 or lower, indicating rampant corruption of the state. Only Ghana did slightly better with 
a score of 3.7 (TI, 2007a). Unfortunately the GCB, a measure which looks specifically at 
petty corruption, lacks data for most countries in this project. However, a strong correlation 
between the CPI and GCB suggests that in countries where corruption is perceived to be 
widespread by experts, as the CPI has indicated for countries covered in this project, the 
amount of individuals affected by petty corruption is also widespread (TI, 2007c). Therefore, 
petty corruption in the public sector is believed to be high in West Africa. 
The work of TI has made standardized data available for incidence of corruption. 
Various qualitative data add to the picture of corruption in West Africa. In countries such as 
Ghana and Mali, corruption was perceived to inhibit citizens from influencing the 
government and trusting hierarchies within the public sector (Bratton, Coulibaly & Machado, 
9 TI is an NGO which acts to eliminate global corruption through networking and research {Tl, 2007a). 
10 The majority includes Benin, Burkina Faso, Cote d' Ivoire, Guinee, Liberia, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Sierra 
Leone, and Togo. 
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2000; Heidenheimer, Johnston, & LeVine, 1989). In Burkina Faso and Nigeria, corruption 
was perceived to be on the rise, retarding development and damaging trust between the state 
and its people (Fagbadebo, 2007; Some, 2005). These are but a few examples captured of 
corruption's widespread existence in West Africa, and it is readily apparent that corruption is 
a well known phenomenon affecting West African life. 
Corruption, like child slavery, occurs in a socioeconomic context characterized by 
poverty. As stated by Collier, "An important reason why corruption should excite moral 
outrage in Africa is because it is a cause of poverty" (2000, p.201). Understanding corruption 
and poverty brings to light an underappreciated source of suffering in West Africa. A known 
link exists between poverty and corruption (Bales, 2005), and this is true of West Africa in 
particular. Corruption can impede the short term survival of individuals and families. 
According to UNODC (2005), 16.7% of Africans polled in their homes in International 
Crime Victims Surveys (ICVS) said they had been asked to pay bribes to public officials in 
the past year, a rate higher than any other region globally. High levels of corruption create 
poverty traps in which the honest individuals can not continue productive activities 
(Nissanke & Sindzingre, 2006). For example, the bribes randomly demanded by police 
officers may impede a family's ability to send their child to school, or to buy resources to 
maintain the family business (Tl, 2008). At the most elementary level, corruption may inhibit 
a family from accessing their basic necessities, as corrupt individuals demand bribes before 
delivering the family what it is entitled to (UNODC, 2005). Overall, corruption tends to be 
most expensive for poor people in poor countries, as they have limited resources to cope with 
victimization (UNODC, 2005); enrichment of the corrupt occurs at their expense (Harsch, 
1993). As evidence shows, corruption can add to impoverishment. With a clearer picture of 
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child slavery and corruption as individual concepts, the next section will draw attention to 
the relationship between these two phenomena. 
The Child Slavery-Corruption Nexus 
There has been an emergence m literature investigating the relationship between 
slavery and corruption, and corruption is increasingly being recognized as a crucial element 
of child slavery. According to Lezertua (2003), child slavery requires systematic corruption, 
it is essential to the success of traffickers and employers. But any scrutiny of the links 
between child slavery and corruption must be cautious, as both phenomena are illicit and 
secretive in nature (Manzo, 2005b; Richards, 2004). Nevertheless, it is time that corruption 
be named and targeted in anti-slavery statistical research and policy studies (Richards, 2004). 
A relationship between processes involved in child slavery and corruption is decipherable. 
For example, when comparing the United States Trafficking in Person's (USTIP) 11 report to 
the CPI, a relationship is recognizable between child trafficking and corruption (Agbu, 2003; 
Lyday, 2001). Though this relationship refers to child slavery and corruption globally, it is 
presumable that the same trend could be found in West Africa with determinate numbers for 
child slavery. 
Richards (2004), suggests that a symbiotic relationship exists between child slavery 
and corruption. Firstly, corruption facilitates trafficking for labour exploitation by easing 
illegal migration. Secondly, it compromises the protection of victims and thirdly, it creates an 
environment of impunity. These are the elements defining the relationship between child 
slavery and corruption, and they are discussed below. 
11 The USTIP is a statistical tool which measures the extent of trafficking in countries around the world (U.S. 
Department of State, 2007). 
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According to UNODC (2006a), corruption is directly related to child slavery as it 
facilitates trafficking for labour exploitation; it does so by allowing the illegal transportation 
and entry of children. Richards (2004), explains that bribery is used to fast track legitimate 
visas, passports, and other identification documents, or to obtain false and forged documents. 
Once children are in transit, corrupt acts which enable trafficking include violating duties, 
accepting bribes, transferring bribes, facilitating transactions, or organizing trafficking 
schedules (Lezertua, 2003). This can be seen in Nigeria where there is significant complicity 
of security personnel in trafficking (UNO DC, 2006b ). In fact, the police are generally rated 
as the most corrupt sector of African governments (UNODC, 2005). In addition, according to 
ILO (2001), traffickers travelling between Cameroon and Nigeria escape scrutiny as customs 
officials purposely concern themselves with illegal merchandise rather than the illegal 
transport of children. The acts of officials can range from passively ignoring or tolerating to 
actively participating in or organizing the transport of children (Programme Against 
Corruption and Organized Crime in South-eastern Europe [PACO] , 2002). 
Corruption compromises the protection of victims once children are found to be 
trafficked or employed in the worst forms of child labour. Under trafficking legislation all 
victims should be afforded protection ensuring they are safe from re-victimization (Scarpa, 
2006). However, corruption of the police is a destabilizing factor making victims afraid to 
testify; victims are uncooperative in prosecutions when witness protection programs are non-
existent, and when there is mistrust of police or suspicion of their involvement with 
traffickers and employers (UNO DC, 2006b ). In some cases, law officials may even be 
deliberately forceful in deporting victims to ensure they can not testify, as was the case when 
a cocoa producer was found employing young boys in hazardous work in the Cote d'Ivoire 
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(Global Exchange, 2006). Victims fear punishment and expatriation, and with a lack of 
protection they will not testify (Lezertua, 2003). This sets the stage for impunity. 
An environment of impunity persists as prosecution fails to proceed. A reason for 
lack of prosecution is corruption of the police and judiciary, who often collude with 
perpetrators (Lyday, 2001). For example, corruption often prevents prosecutors from moving 
forward with identified cases in Togo (HRW, 2003) Even if testimony is given officials may 
intentionally ignore or destroy testimony, and employers may pay bribes to police, 
prosecutors, and magistrates in order to have charges dropped (Richards, 2004). As a result, 
prosecution rarely occurs. In recognition of this trend the United States government blames 
endemic corruption among government officials as a major contributing factor explaining the 
lack of prosecution of traffickers and employers in Benin (UNO DC, 2006b ). Consistent with 
this finding is the case of a Beninese police chief who reported that of the 45 people he 
arrested and sentenced over a four year period, none ever went to prison (HRW, 2003). 
Officials are passively or actively involved in ensuring that traffickers and employers are not 
prosecuted. Following facilitation of trafficking for labour exploitation and the lack of victim 
protection, impunity is the final stage of the slavery cycle whose occurrence is related to 
corruption. 
The relationship between child slavery and corruption is gaining more recognition in 
research, yet this relationship can be investigated further in West Africa. Information is 
available regarding the relationship globally (Richards, 2004) and in South-eastern Europe 
(PACO, 2002), but specifics of the relationship as it exists in West Africa are limited. The 
majority of country specific studies do not point to corruption as a culprit in child slavery. 
Two extensive regional studies (ILO, 2001; UNO DC, 2006b ), disseminate valuable 
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information on child trafficking for labour exploitation in West Africa; although both 
mentioned the facilitating effects of corruption as a caveat, neither were the platform for 
further investigation. Rather, corruption is often named as a phenomenon which should be 
punished under law, but its relationship to child slavery is rarely investigated further. 
However, the importance of the interconnections between child slavery and corruption can 
not be underestimated. Understanding corruption as a central element of trafficking identifies 
some of the complexities in the trafficking industries (Richards, 2004). Acknowledging the 
problem of corruption to trafficking is an important first step, and understanding can be 
strengthened through research of this relationship (P ACO, 2002). Thus, a better 
understanding of the relationship between child slavery and corruption through research is 
desirable, and this project contributes to understanding through further investigation. 
Conclusion 
The elements of child slavery have been detangled and its vanous components 
defined. Child slavery is a concept newly emerging in research and it is therefore difficult to 
ascertain its prevalence in West Africa. Yet the wider socioeconomic context in which child 
slavery occurs illustrates that poverty is a root cause making children vulnerable to becoming 
victims of slavery. Poverty creates push factors such as lack of education, HIV and AIDS, 
and increased migration, as well as a pull factor, producer demand for cheap labour. Though 
there is variation in the definition of corruption, for the purpose of this project it is defined as 
the abuse of public power for private gain, and petty corruption will be investigated. 
Corruption's existence is a well known phenomenon affecting families and individuals, and 
it is evident that corruption can contribute to poverty. Available information regarding the 
relationship between corruption and child slavery was discussed. It is apparent that 
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corruption facilitates trafficking, compromises the protection of victims, and creates an 
environment of impunity. As demonstrated, there is a greater need for knowledge on the 
relationship between child slavery and corruption. Chapter Three will outline the methods 
used in this project to further investigate the relationship between child slavery and 
corruption. 
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Chapter Three 
Methods 
This project investigates the relationship between child slavery and corruption m 
West Africa using qualitative research methods. The various steps in the research process are 
outlined in this chapter. Firstly, a literature review was conducted, summarizing available 
information and highlighting that the relationship between child slavery and corruption could 
be investigated further. Secondly, Cote d'Ivoire was decided upon as a suitable location for 
primary research. Due to logistical complexity it was not possible to conduct research in all 
of West Africa, yet research conducted in Cote d'Ivoire has findings and conclusions 
relevant to the greater West African region because of common characteristics among West 
African countries. Thirdly, semi-structured interviews were identified as the most appropriate 
research method. Lastly, aspects such as questionnaire design, and identifying research 
subjects and site, were addressed in collaboration with local counterparts. 
The first step in research for this project was to conduct a literature review. The 
functions of the literature review are twofold. Firstly, research already available is 
summarized, and secondly, the need for further research is highlighted (Knopf, 2006). 
Additionally, to give flow to a wide range of information, the literature review organizes data 
into topics, the most rigorous research using mainly journals (Creswell, 2008). Literature 
reviewed in this project contains mostly peer reviewed journal articles, as well as several 
books, and studies from experts or agencies working in the fields of child slavery or 
corruption. Literature on corruption tends to date back further than that of child slavery, as 
child slavery research only truly emerged following attention raised by media, NGOs, and 
activists in the late 1990s (Adepoju, 2005). The literature reviewed in this project, found in 
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Chapter Two, highlighted the need for further research into the relationship between 
corruption and child slavery. 
Further research was undertaken using qualitative research methods. According to 
Creswell (2008), qualitative research relies largely on the views of participants, asks broad 
questions, and describes and analyzes responses into themes. Furthermore, Miles and 
Huberman (1994 ), note that "[qualitative data] are a source of well grounded, rich 
descriptions and explanations of processes in identifiable local contexts" (p.1 ). Considering 
the suitability of qualitative methods, the next steps in research design could be taken. 
The second step in this project was to choose an appropriate location to conduct 
research, and Cote d'Ivoire was chosen. Cote d' Ivoire is a lush, coastal country that is a 
destination for West African trafficked children (Figure 2). Upon arrival, they are exploited 
for their labour, often in the agricultural sector. Felix Houphouet Boigny, the country's first 
president who rose to power with independence in 1960, greatly expanded agricultural 
production, particularly of cocoa. Boigny claimed he would change the jungle into Eden, and 
Cote d'Ivoire into the economic engine of West Africa, where everyone could enjoy the 
fruits of their own labour (Off, 2007). Residents of neighbouring countries began migrating 
to Cote d'Ivoire in response to perceived opportunity for employment (Konseiga, 2006). By 
1965, just five years after independence, a government survey indicated that already half of 
the labour force was made of foreigners (Off, 2007). The ensuing economic growth was 
regarded as the "Ivorian miracle" (Fofana, 2001). Although prosperity reigned for some time, 
the dangerous dependence of the economy on agriculture began to show by 1980 when the 
economy began to deteriorate in response to a series of outside shocks, including drought and 
a drop in world commodity prices (Fofana, 2001). Continued decline led in part to a civil war 
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that culminated in 2002, split the country in half, and triggered an unprecedented economic 
crisis (Africa Research Bulletin [ARB], 2006). Despite this economic downturn, the Cote 
d'Ivoire was still among the wealthiest in a patch of unevenly developed West African 
countries. Thus, migration continued. As a supply of impoverished children continued to 
become available to work, and Ivorians grew increasingly desperate to continue their 
livelihoods, child slavery became a reality. Thus, based on the known existence of child 
slavery in the Cote d'Ivoire, it was chosen as an appropriate research location.Figure 2-
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Although research was conducted in the Cote d' Ivoire, due to common characteristics 
shared among West African countries, the findings and conclusions which follow relate to 
the entire West African region. The political economy is largely interconnected in the region, 
this is exemplified by recent instability in the Ivorian political atmosphere which had 
economic ramifications across the West African region (IOM, 2008). Additionally, it is not 
just Cote d'Ivoire, but much of West Africa, which is home to poor farmers dependent on 
export commodity production who may create a demand for child slavery. Although Cote 
d'Ivoire tends to be a major destination for trafficked children, there are pockets of poor 
source areas in Cote d'Ivoire, just as there are destination areas in other West African 
countries (ILO, 2001). Thus there is a demand and supply of children throughout the region. 
There is much migration within the West African region due to a law of freedom of 
movement among the Economic Community of West African States (ECOW AS). This law 
promotes integration through migration, leading to greater migration in the West African 
region (ECOW AS, 2007), and therefore a greater potential for child slavery. Due to logistical 
complexity, it would not be possible to conduct research in the entire West African region. 
However, considering common characteristics, this project which focuses on Cote d'Ivoire is 
highly relevant for the greater West African region. 
After choosing an appropriate research location, the third step was to select a method 
of inquiry for gathering firsthand information. Semi-structured interviews were decided upon 
as the best approach. According to Neuman (2007), using semi-structured interviews is an 
approach where not only does introspection lead to further information, but further 
information can guide introspection and the path of the research (Table 1 ). This did indeed 
occur during research for this project. For example, although the questionnaire was designed 
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to obtain information regarding the relationship between corruption and child slavery, the 
underlying issue of poverty consistently arose. The nature of the semi-structured interviews 
allowed for poverty to be explored further. Moreover, respondents may have had greater 
experience with certain aspects, such as the judicial system or accounts of the worst forms of 
child labour rather than child trafficking, and the semi-structured interview allowed for 
exploration of the aspects most familiar to them. The semi-structured interviews were also 
favourable when taking the sensitivity of the topic being studied into account. An alternate 
method, for example the focus group, should not be used when researching topics in which 
people may not be comfortable sharing varying perspectives or having an open conversation 
(Litosselliti, 2003). Considering ease of introspection, and the foremost importance of 
gaining access to information despite the sensitive research topic, semi-structured interviews 
were chosen as the most preferable method of inquiry and ethics approval (Appendix A) was 
obtained to conduct research. 
Table 1 - Examples of Further Information Leading to Introspection 
Original Questions 
According to you, what is child 
trafficking? 
According to you, what is child labour? 
Can you tell me how corruption occurs 
here in West Africa? 
Do you think corruption contributes to 
child trafficking between countries? 
Do you think corruption enables a person 
to exploit a child under the worst forms of 
child labour? 
Questions emerging from response to 
original question 
Why does child trafficking occur? 
What is the role of poverty in child 
trafficking? 
Can you tell me about the value placed on 
child labour in the local culture? 
How has corruption affected you? · ~ 
Can you tell me about the methods of 
transporting children that are familiar to you? 
Can you tell me more about the effectiveness 
ofthe legal system? 
Can you tell me how the legal system helps I 
or hinders you work? 
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Having decided upon semi-structured interviews as a method of inquiry, the fourth 
step was to address aspects of research design, including questionnaire creation and 
identifying research subjects and site; this was done in collaboration with local counterparts. 
The interview questionnaires were designed to learn the respondent's perception of, and 
experiences with, corruption and child slavery (Appendix B). Creating the questionnaire in 
collaboration with Ivorian counterparts ensured the language and flow were culturally 
appropriate, improving understanding and sensitivity between myself and the subjects. Both 
understanding and sensitivity are advantageous in identifying appropriate research 
implications (Hopson, Lucas, and Peterson, 2000). Furthermore, sensitivity, not just to words 
and concepts but of behaviours and interactions, is necessary (Brown, 2000). Therefore, local 
counterparts were collaborated with in designing research. 
A suitable group of subjects to interview was recommended by Deutsche Gesellschaft 
fur Technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ), an organization experienced in the domain of child 
trafficking and the worst forms of child labour in the Cote d' Ivoire. Upon observing a great 
need for action to be taken against child slavery, GTZ partnered with the Ivorian government 
to create organized groups of widely representative volunteers known as Departmental 
Committees (DCs). A DC is present in each of Cote d'Ivoire's five geographic administrative 
departments, and they take action against child slavery through victim identification, public 
awareness, and the provision of integration or safe repatriation services for children. Subjects 
and sites to be studied are those that can best help the researcher understand the central 
phenomenon (Creswell, 2008). Thus, considering their valuable experience with child 
slavery, interviews were organized with volunteers ofthe DC of Aboisso. The administrative 
department of Aboisso, located in the Southeast of Cote d'Ivoire, was identified as the best 
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site to conduct research (Figure 3). Due to its proximity with the border, it is a common 
transit and destination area for children being trafficked from or through Ghana. It is also a 
site of the worst forms of child labour on plantations, as the region is engaged in the 
production of palm oil, cocoa, and coffee. Although there were several departments with 
similar characteristics, Aboisso was finally decided upon for its proximity to Abidjan, the 
city I lived in, and its accessibility in the rainy season. On the ground research took place 
over a one week period in September 2007. In total, ten semi-structured interviews were 
conducted. 
Figure 3- Map of Cote d'lvoire 
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Conclusion 
This project used qualitative analysis to investigate the relationship between child 
slavery and corruption in West Africa. A literature review was conducted to summarize 
available information, and identify the need for further research of the relationship between 
child slavery and corruption. Subsequently, further primary research was undertaken in Cote 
d'Ivoire, which was chosen because it is a hub of child slavery in West Africa. Semi-
structured interviews were identified as the most suitable research method, and aspects such 
as questionnaire design and identification of subjects and site, were addressed in 
collaboration with a local counterparts. In Chapter Four, results are summarized, giving an 
overview of local perceptions of child slavery and corruption, how these two phenomena are 
related, and the relevance of poverty to their relationship. 
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Chapter Four 
Summary of Results 
The relationship between child slavery and corruption was investigated through on 
the ground interviews in Aboisso. A total of ten interviews 12 were conducted over a one 
week period. The interviews had two objectives. The first was to discover perceptions of 
child slavery and corruption. Although the definitions of child slavery and corruption were 
thoroughly investigated in the literature review presented in Chapter Two, respondents had 
personal, rather than read, experiences with these two phenomena. Therefore, it was 
necessary to know if their perceptions corresponded to available literature. Upon 
understanding respondents' perceptions of child slavery and corruption, the second objective, 
which was to identify how corruption enables child slavery, was approached. Respondents 
described how they had witnessed the relationship between child slavery and corruption in 
their work with the DC and in their communities. 
Arising out of the investigation of these two objectives, poverty was illustrated as a 
root cause of child slavery and a contributor to corruption; poverty was an issue that 
consistently arose, highlighting the importance of the socioeconomic context in which child 
slavery and corruption exist. Research uncovered perceptions of child slavery and corruption, 
and highlighted the relationship between these two phenomena as well as the socioeconomic 
context in which they exist. 
Perceptions of Child Slavery 
Through a discussion, respondents shared their perceptions of child slavery. The 
discussion was guided by a series of open ended questions which included, but were not 
12 Each respondent interview is coded with a number from one to ten. At the end of each quote, the coded 
number is indicated in a bracket ie. (I). 
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limited to, "What are child trafficking and the worst forms of child labour?" and "Why and 
how do they exist?" Respondents most often answered based on personal accounts of what 
they had witnessed. More specifically, they spoke about the existence of slavery, internal 13 
and trans-national 14 trafficking, general trends in the trafficking process, the actors who 
exploited children, and the reasons they believe child slavery exists in the Cote d' Ivoire. 
Each of these areas is explored below. 
The majority of respondents recognized that the phenomenon of slavery exists. One 
would expect, considering that all respondents were members of the DC working to fight 
child trafficking and the worst forms of child labour, that all would be aware of their 
existence. However, one respondent recognized child trafficking, but in relation to the worst 
forms of child labour he stated; "I do not know if this practice exists in the Cote d'Ivoire. I 
know of it because of international and national radio and television (1)." This was not 
surprising as there can be shame and secrecy attached to the idea of exploiting children. 
Excluding this respondent, the other nine respondents were frank about child slavery's 
existence and recognized its complexity; "it is a phenomenon that exists. It is clear that it 
exists, but in different levels. It is in the culture, in the homes, it is part of the business and 
informal sector ( 4 ). " Overall, there was recognition of child slavery's wide spread existence 
in the Cote d 'Ivoire. 
The extent to which internal and trans-national trafficking existed was not agreed 
upon. Although both are known to exist, respondents were most knowledgeable about trans-
national trafficking. In fact, while seven respondents recognized internal and trans-national 
trafficking, three respondents recognized trans-national trafficking only. For example, one 
13 Internal trafficking shall refer to the trafficking of children within a country. 
14 Trans-national trafficking shall refer to the trafficking of children between countries. 
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respondent stated, "I would first like to give you a definition of trafficlcing .... it has to do 
with two or more countries (5)." It is unclear why people knew more about trans-national 
rather than internal trafficking, though one respondent did point out that trans-national 
trafficking is more readily apparent; "There is international and national trafficking. The 
more important is the international trafficking. The international trafficking network is bigger 
and easier to see than national (3)." Although all respondents had knowledge of child 
trafficking, it became evident that respondents tended to have more knowledge of trans-
national, rather than internal, trafficking. This is likely because trans-national trafficking was 
more visible. 
Respondents were well informed about the trafficking process and gave a thorough 
picture of the general trends involved. Similar examples were given by five respondents of a 
non-Ivorian returning to their country, or of an Ivorian returning to their village, to take 
children in order to traffic them. The following is one of several similar stories given by 
respondents; "Today, if we visit the region, you will see the camps of foreigners, or rural 
ethnic enclaves. I will give you enough details so that you understand. For example, a non-
national has a plantation, and he does not have money. He has just enough to buy the 
plantation. Young Ivorians do not like working on plantations. If he wants good workers 
locally, he must pay a lot. He did not come here to give money to Ivorians, he came here to 
get money and send it back to his country. It is for this reason he prefers to go to his country 
and bring kids from his village to work on the plantation here. That is less expensive for him, 
and most times he doesn't pay to receive the child. Why doesn't he pay? In Niger and Togo 
there is much poverty. Someone can say, 'give me your kids, they will work with me and be 
rich.' It is not true, they come to work on the plantation. But then, how does he pay the child 
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a salary? He can pay a child 100 000 CFA 15 for one year. Yet he doesn't give the money to 
the child. At the end of the year they will go together to their country and give the money to 
the parents (3)." This response exemplified important elements of migration investigated in 
Chapter Two. Rural ethnic enclaves are indicative of a recent history in labour migration 
from surrounding countries. The words a trafficker may use to convince parents to send their 
children away are indicative of taking advantage of the tradition of placements. The lack of 
incentive for Ivorians to work for a low wage is indicative of uneven development in which 
the Ivorian economy is more advanced than surrounding countries. The lack of payment to 
the child exemplifies exploitation. Migration is one of the push factors created by poverty, 
and examples like this illustrate the wider socioeconomic context in which child slavery 
occurs. Furthermore, they exemplify child slavery as a West African, rather than simply 
Ivorian, phenomenon. 
In total, seven respondents believed that migratory trends, as exemplified above, are a 
reason child trafficking exists; "I believe that today, when you find children on the farms, it 
is the chief labourer who brought them back, or it was an agent who brought them back in 
order to make money. I think this is what brought about the exploitation. The new chief 
labourers see that their old bosses did not do the work themselves; it was the children who 
did it. So then they started to get the kids themselves; there will always be people who take 
advantage of this to make money (5)." Although various stories were told about how 
trafficking occurs, the aforementioned process whereby a person returns to their area of 
origin to find children, was the most commonly cited way that child trafficking occurred. 
Dissent surrounded the discussion regarding the actors who exploited children. 
Firstly, there were very strong opinions about whether it was just non-Ivorians, or both 
15 $245 CAD 
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Ivorians and non-Ivorians who were responsible for child slavery. Four respondents were 
adamant that it was only non-Ivorians; "Let it be clear that it is done by non nationals ... It is 
my final word that it is the non-nationals and not the nationals that are doing this (3)." One 
respondent noted that "if we talk about trafficking of children, it is because of the 
surrounding countries (1 )." Another stated that, "It is not Ivorians but non-nationals who 
bring the kids into the country (8)." There was a tendency to blame foreigners and the 
surrounding countries. In contrast, five respondents recognized that both Ivorians and non-
Ivorians were contributing to the problem; "there are Ivorians who take or demand children. 
Foreign nationals do the same (5)." Based on the long history of foreigners migrating to the 
Cote d'Ivoire for work, the non-Ivorians trafficking children may be more visible. There was 
a stark difference in beliefs of whether or not non-Ivorians were involved in child slavery. 
Secondly, parents were another set of actors blamed for exploiting children. Though 
it was recognized by all that parents give up their child under deception or because of sheer 
desperation, two respondents thought that parents were to blame in certain situations. In 
reference to a case where five Togolese girls were severely exploited for three years one 
respondent explained, "it is interesting that it was their parents who actually gave them out ... 
what's worse is that sometimes when parents don't have enough money, they ask for 
advance wages of their children. In a year they make 75000 CFA16 (3)." Furthermore, when 
talking about a rare case, this respondent said that "The parents would come at the end of 
each year to take the money. The kids were tired. Sometimes they would run to their parents, 
and the parents would send them back (3)." Generally, parents are seen as victims of 
deception and desperation, not as actors who exploit their own children. Nevertheless, in 
16 181 $CAD 
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some instances they are recognized as players in the process who should be, and sometimes 
are, held accountable for their actions. 
Respondents discussed not only how child slavery occurs, but also the reasons why 
they believed it exists in Cote d'Ivoire. Firstly, people believed that child labour was a part of 
local culture, yet there had been progress in recognizing the worst forms of child labour. 
Secondly, a poor economy at the source and a lack of educational opportunities were 
believed to make children vulnerable. Lastly, respondents explained that poverty at the 
destination created a demand for children. 
There were nine respondents who explained that child labour had a long history in 
Africa, and that it was a part of the local culture. Child labour was viewed as an acceptable and 
regular occurrence; "When talking, people don't understand the problem because it is in the 
culture. In developed countries when children are young, their parents take them to the beach. 
We don ' t do that here, on the contrary! When parents go to the farm, children go to the farm 
(1 )."Respondents recognized that child labour itself was integral to the culture, and at times a 
valuable learning tool or necessity for family income generation. Since child labour is an 
integral part of culture, it can be difficult for people to differentiate between acceptable work, 
and the worst forms of child labour; "as for the worst forms of child labour, in African culture 
the kids work. I worked from a young age for my parents. A man goes to the farm with his 
kids. It is what I learned from my parents. The culture was passed onto me (2)." Similarly, one 
respondent noted; "When you explain to people that child labour is bad, they do not 
understand. It is necessary for them to know that at a certain age it is not ok for [children] to 
work (6)." Another respondent noted, "People use children, it is part of the culture. Therefore it 
is difficult to differentiate between exploitation and just regular work (1 0)." The vast majority 
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of respondents explained that the influence of culture made recognizing the worst forms of 
child labour difficult. This highlighted the extensive effect of culture in forming local 
perceptions. 
Despite difficulties in recognizing work that is harmful to children, eight respondents 
believed progress had occurred in this regard. As explained by one respondent, "For us, the 
issue is a new development. We have discovered that children are used like slaves in the 
fields ... maybe, some things in our culture have been abused. For example you can't give a 
child an axe to cut down a tree it's too heavy. In fact in intercepting trafficked kids, we realize 
that this new development is something real. It is not going to be rejected. Perspective is not 
the same now as before. All the campaigns are being done to say that people are using children 
(1 ). " In addition, societal views indicated recognition that a child' s well being can be 
compromised, "Everybody must know that this phenomenon destroys our children (6)." The 
acceptance of child labour as a part of the local culture led to difficulties in understanding 
which child labour can be harmful to the child. Be that as it may, perspectives were thought to 
be improving, and therefore a greater understanding of the worst forms of child labour was 
emergmg. 
A poor economy at the source was considered as a factor contributing to child slavery 
by seven respondents. In particular, uneven economic development, wherein surrounding 
countries had less developed economies than the Cote d'Ivoire, led the Cote d'Ivoire to be a 
destination of perceived opportunity; "Cote d'Ivoire has a good image in West Africa. Many 
victims are those who came in search of money. The parents are deceived by traffickers, and 
children are trafficked here to work (6)." As well as contributing to trans-national trafficking, 
uneven development was recognized as a factor contributing to internal trafficking. "Within 
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cities you have big institutions and things to do. It is an exodus, the youth go to the city to 
work (7)." In situations they had witnessed, respondents recognized that when children 
migrated in response to perceived opportunity either within Cote d'Ivoire or internationally, 
they would often fall prey to traffickers. Respondents indicated that if the source areas were 
not lesser developed, the children would not attempt to migrate in the first place. 
A lack of educational opportunities was also considered to be a contributing factor of 
child slavery. Due to a lack of educational opportunities, work is an alternative to school for 
many West African children. School is not mandatory, and children may contribute to the 
family earning power. One respondent explained: "For example, I have five children. I am 
not obliged to put them in school. I decided to put three in school, and I have two to help me 
on the farm (5)." Families may not have the financial means to provide children with an 
education, and work is seen as a means to keep the child busy. Otherwise, work may be seen 
as a form of alternative education when formal schooling is not an option. Children will 
come to Aboisso in response to perceived opportunity, but there is nothing to be gained upon 
arrival. One respondent noted that there was a need to occupy children as a result; "The kids 
are here. There is no school. They have to involve them in one way or another (7)." Just 
because a child was not in school did not necessarily mean they were exploited for their 
labour. However, they were in a more vulnerable position when they were not attending 
school. 
Poverty at the destination area created a demand for child labour. Three respondents 
spoke about poverty in the destination area. Light was shed on an aspect of rural-urban 
migration; "[In the village] it is only the old people left and they need help for their labour, 
so sometimes when someone comes and proposes a child to come and live with them, they 
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feel obliged to accept (7)." Similarly, another respondent noted that; "In some villages you 
can not stop trafficking. Children enter through the police, once they arrive in the village we 
have no choice but to take the children because we need people for our work (9)." The aging 
population in the village increases the demand for cheap labour. Youth may leave Ivorian 
villages for opportunities in the city, diminishing the labour force in rural areas. This is often 
counteracted with the use of child labour, as Ivorian villages are a destination for those from 
the more impoverished surrounding countries. The demand for child labour was also 
generated in response to inefficient farming practices resulting from poverty; "Here in 
Africa, we work with the hands. There are no machines and no money to buy machines ... we 
need the industrialization of our agriculture (7)." An aging and diminishing labour force in 
rural areas, and underdeveloped technology of agriculture, resulted from poverty and 
contributed to the demand for cheap labour. 
The combination of responses in this section helped paint a thorough picture of 
perceptions of child slavery in West Africa. Respondents spoke about the existence of 
slavery, internal and trans-national trafficking, general trends in the trafficking process, and 
the actors who exploited children. Respondents also discussed why they believed child 
slavery occurs in West Africa. They recognized that child labour is a part of local culture, 
making recognition of the worst forms of child labour challenging. Additionally, it was 
found that a poor economy at the source and a lack of educational opportunities made 
children vulnerable, and that poverty at the destination created a demand for children. After 
sharing their perceptions of child slavery, respondents spoke about their perceptions of 
corruption. 
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Perceptions of Corruption 
Before it could be understood how respondents thought corruption and child slavery 
were related, it was necessary to first understand perceptions of corruption. A discussion was 
guided by a series of open ended questions which included, but were not limited to, "Does 
corruption exist in the Cote d'Ivoire?" and "According to you, what is corruption?" All 
respondents recognized the existence of corruption. Based on literature presented in Chapter 
Two, corruption is defined as the abuse of public office for private benefit (Tanzi, 1998). The 
definition of corruption, however, varied among respondents; it was defined broadly as an 
undeserved service in exchange for money or special relationships, or alternatively as a 
violation of citizen's rights. In some cases, respondents did not differentiate between child 
slavery and corruption. 
All ten respondents believed that corruption existed, and clearly recognized it as 
undesirable; "Yes it exists here. We are not proud when we say that (5)." Considering the 
widespread existence of corruption in Cote d'Ivoire, and its presence in everyday life, one 
would expect all respondents to be familiar with corruption. However, while acknowledging 
corruption's existence, two respondents stated that they did not have direct interaction with 
corruption; "It is difficult for me to tell you [what corruption is according to me] because I 
personally have not faced this situation (1)." Another respondent explained; "I can not know 
in general if corruption exists, but maybe I hear people talking about corruption and they say 
that. I have heard of it, but I have not witnessed. I have not been a part of it or seen it with 
my own eyes (3)." In contrast to these responses, corruption was recognized as a pervasive 
phenomenon which existed on many levels by the eight other respondents. For example, one 
respondent noted that, "there is the network with levels, and corruption exists within it. This 
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phenomenon is like a business (4)." Likewise, another noted that, "At every level there is 
corruption: on the road, with the driver, the police who are passed, if you have problems with 
papers you give money (6)." Corruption is a disempowering phenomenon that can undermine 
the work of the DC. Although there was some discomfort in discussing corruption, all ten 
respondents agreed that it existed at many levels in the Cote d'Ivoire. It was also recognized 
that corruption could hamper the work of the DC. 
After discussing the existence of corruption, respondents shared their views of what 
they believed corruption to be. On the one hand, corruption was viewed as obtaining an 
undeserved service in exchange for money, or because of personal relationships; "I see it as 
paying a favour, or giving someone a favour for something in return. It is a condemnable act, 
present in many activities. For developing countries, it is not a good act (2)." Another 
respondent stated; "Corruption is taking advantage of the law because of money, more than 
what is correct according to the law, in order to get a service. Sometimes it is because of 
relationships, not money. For example in trafficking one can say, 'because it is my wife's 
sister, I will let her pass' (5)." The element of receiving undeserved favours in exchange for 
money, or because of personal relationships, was common among six respondents. 
On the other hand, three respondents recognized corruption as "denying someone 
their rights (5)." This gave a fresh perspective on corruption, and there were various 
examples of how corruption denied a person their rights; "For example if I want to get my 
pension papers for my retirement, I must bribe in order to get my documents on time. If 
someone wants any papers, for example birth certificates, they must pay in order for it to be 
done in a timely fashion. Work should be done freely without demanding money. It is your 
right to have these papers, but with corruption we have to pay for our rights (7)." Several 
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times, respondents spoke about corruption of the police during day to day encounters. In 
Cote d'Ivoire, people must travel with the correct personal identification at all times, and 
police are often demanding or forceful even when people are following the rule of law; "For 
me, the corruption is when someone has the right to something, but they are being deprived 
of their right and asked to pay for what they have the right to. For example, sometimes 
people have their papers, but the police ask them forcefully for money (9)." In their 
explanations of corruption, it became clear that people were knowledgeable about the many 
manifestations of corruption, as it affected their quality of life. 
Interestingly, two respondents equated child slavery and corruption, and did not 
differentiate them as two separate phenomena. For example, one respondent stated: 
"Corruption means that someone goes to take children and take them across borders (1 )." In 
addition, one respondent said: "I don't see a real difference between corruption and child 
trafficking. They both have to do with the police being corrupt (2)." Corruption is often 
integral to the trafficking process, and to the continuation of the worst forms of child labour. 
Thus, based on their experiences, some respondents did not view corruption as an element of 
child slavery, but rather viewed corruption and child slavery as the same issue. 
When speaking about corruption, all respondents believed that it existed in the Cote 
d'Ivoire. Based on personal experiences, they had varying but related definitions of 
corruption. The element of receiving an undeserved favour in return for money, or because of 
special relationships, was present in many respondents ' definitions of corruption. It was also 
recognized as a violation of rights, and was in some cases equated with child slavery. 
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The Child Slavery-Corruption Nexus 
Having explored perceptions of child slavery and corruption, the relationship between 
these two phenomena was investigated. Respondents shared knowledge based on their own 
personal experience working on the DC, or witnessing child slavery in their communities. 
Based on the experiences of local people, I learned how child slavery and corruption are 
related. Firstly, respondents tended to speak much more about child trafficking than the 
worst forms of child labour. Secondly, corruption aided internal child trafficking. Thirdly, 
corruption aided trans-national child trafficking through the complicity or active involvement 
of police at various levels. Fourth, through the creation of false documents, authorities were 
involved in the trans-national trafficking process. Fifth, corruption failed to protect victims 
and allowed for impunity of those who exploit children. Sixth, corruption was viewed as a 
multilevel phenomenon. Lastly, the importance of corruption to the child slavery process was 
discussed, and respondents explained that traffickers were finding means of transporting 
children which do not involve corruption. 
Corruption was believed to contribute to internal child trafficking, but was more 
recognizable in trans-national child trafficking. When a person recognized bribery at 
international borders as a corrupt act which facilitates trafficking, they logically did not see 
corruption as a large contributor to internal trafficking. However, one respondent did note 
that corruption aided internal trafficking as "traffickers must bribe their way through 
checkpoints also, not just borders (7)." Rather than necessitating corruption, internal 
trafficking was in some cases recognized as the abuse of the cultural norm of placements; "I 
do not see the role of corruption as being very big in this situation. For example, if someone 
takes a kid from a village in the north, the parent gives permission. It is a cultural thing to 
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take a child and teach them in the city (2)." Although corruption may have been easier to see 
in trans-national trafficking, two respondents still recognized that corruption aids internal 
trafficking; "For example, when you come from the border of Noe17, some police make a 
personal convoy, and their other police friends let the convoy move freely within the country 
(4)." Although not as widely understood, respondents expressed knowledge of the 
connection between internal trafficking and corruption. 
Respondents consistently stated that corruption aids trans-national trafficking. For 
example, four respondents recognized bribing police at national borders as a corrupt activity 
enabling child trafficking; "In certain aspects [corruption] aids trafficking. When traffickers 
come to the border they pass through police checkpoints by bribing the police (6)." 
According to four respondents, it was not just those police at checkpoints who were corrupt, 
but those at the higher levels also; "I once met a policeman and I told him about my work on 
the committee. I told him that he was the one promoting trafficking. He said, 'It is not my 
fault. Sometimes we stop a group of children, call a supervisor, the supervisor says to let 
them pass, and we have to let them pass.' So it is not just their fault, but it is the fault of the 
next higher up also (7)." Three respondents identified that not only were police complicit in 
letting children through borders, they sometimes played an active role in their transportation; 
"I believe that the police are corrupt and this aids trafficking. Sometimes children are led by 
policemen from their country to here; they go in a convoy. It is organized by the head of 
police to help the cars pass from country to country. They cooperate with traffickers in this 
way. Other policemen can not have the power to stop them (4)." In these cases, when 
corruption occurs at higher levels, police working at the borders do not have the power to 
17 Noe is a small town located near the coast on the Ivorian side of the border dividing Cote d' Ivoire and Ghana. 
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stop children from being trafficked, even if they have the will. Responses demonstrate that 
the existence of corruption at various levels by allowing or organizing trafficking. 
Trans-national child trafficking was enabled when authorities were actively involved 
in creating false documents in origin countries. In order for children under the age of 
eighteen to travel in West Africa, they must have a letter of permission from local 
authorities. For a person over eighteen, valid identification is needed in order to travel across 
borders. Therefore, due the difficulty of obtaining a letter of permission, traffickers will have 
false documents made which indicate a child is over the age of eighteen. Action by Ivorian 
police uncovered that the procurement of false documents was occurring; "We bring the 
dentist to check their age through their teeth. For example, on October 1st we intercepted a 
group of young people, and we brought in a dentist to see if the ages on their documents 
were true. The documents were fake and produced in the origin country. The documents said 
they were older than they actually were (3)." Procurement of false documents exemplified 
active involvement of the authorities that enabled traffickers to move children across borders 
with ease. 
Six respondents recognized that corruption compromises the protection of victims 
and allows for impunity to reign. Simply put by one respondent; "People continue [to exploit 
children] because they can get away with it (10)." Due to corruption, authorities don't often 
react in the manner that they should. Respondents thought this unfairly affected the children 
they were trying to help, " . . . because of internal corruption, the children are victims of child 
labour. Sometimes when children are discovered, the authorities don't react when they 
should. When a trafficker is intercepted there is supposed to be a serious sanction, but strong 
actions don't really happen. At every level there is corruption (6)." It was pointed out that 
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once a person is found to be either trafficking or employing children, they may pay money in 
order to be released. "This happens often because corruption happens in different stages. If a 
trafficker can not bribe the person who arrests him, he goes to the police commissioner, then 
he goes to the justice minister to bribe them (5)." As exemplified by respondents, the 
existence of corruption at various levels compromises the protection of victims and enables 
impunity. 
Multi-level corruption was exemplified in the stories of several respondents. The 
following is one of four stories shared by respondents. It is important as it exemplifies how 
corruption compromises victim protection and allows for impunity; "There were thirteen 
trafficked children about to be repatriated from Cote d ' Ivoire. They tested their age through 
taking their dental records, and they were all under 16. Many processes took place, and at the 
end they were supposed to be repatriated Thursday at 8pm. But that day at 6pm, the police of 
Aboisso received a fax from the Embassy of Niger in Cote d'Ivoire. It said that the 
representative of the ambassador of Niger is coming with a birth certificate to say that the 
one child from Niger is his. So the representative of the ambassador came and gave the birth 
certificate saying he was 18 years old. To avoid diplomatic issues between Cote d'lvoire and 
Niger we let the child go. This is not unique to Cote d'Ivoire, every country is involved. 
When a paper is brought from an embassy which says that the child is in fact an adult, it 
means the trafficker is released. When it is a diplomatic case, we have no power because 
diplomacy .. .it has reached a stage where we don ' t understand the way the game is being 
played (5)." Examples such as this made it clear that corruption enabled impunity to reign, 
and thus compromised the rights of the children, and hindered the work of the DC. It is an 
extra obstacle that the DC must address in its attempts to stop child slavery; "[Impunity] is 
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possible. In our committee when we know this is the case, we try our best to make sure it 
does not happen. But it may happen without us knowing (4)." Corrupt acts which allowed for 
impunity to reign took place at various levels, and respondents did not always understand 
why. However, they demonstrated a clear understanding of how affected their work with the 
DC and compromised victim protection. 
The importance of corruption in enabling processes related to child slavery were 
discussed; there was dissention regarding whether corruption was a necessary facilitator for 
child slavery, or if child slavery could occur even in the absence of corruption. All ten 
respondents drew a clear connection between child slavery and corruption; "If there is 
trafficking there must be corruption (1)." Corruption was recognized as a significant 
contributor to slavery; "Yes it contributes. We fight against [child trafficking] but it 
continues to happen. Why is this? Because of the corruption (1)." One respondent believed 
that, "If police do not accept money from traffickers, there will not be any way for the 
children to get through. Child trafficking is not supported by the government, but it is 
because of corrupt officials that it exists (2)." Another respondent said "Corruption promotes 
trafficking. For example, a trafficker is at a checkpoint and the police see these kids. The 
group can not pass unless they give money. If the police say no, there is no way that the child 
will pass (7)." Yet in contrast to this opinion, it was pointed out that "the majority of 
traffickers use other routes. For example, we caught thirty children coming from Ghana. 
They travelled on foot from Ghana and they passed over the lagoon (not by the road), and 
travelled up the lagoon by pirogue18 . Then they walked to Adjake. We are trying to fight 
against this act, but at the same time traffickers are getting smarter (5)." Another similar 
situation also demonstrated that traffickers are using routes in which corruption is not 
18 A pirogue is a canoe-like boat carved out of a tree trunk. 
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necessary, "On June 8th, 2006, ten children from Togo left on foot to come to Cote d'lvoire, 
200km by foot over ten days! They were between eleven and sixteen years old. From Togo 
they went to Ghana, and entered Cote d'lvoire. Sometimes [they come] through the bush to 
avoid the border. It is impossible to monitor the whole border. Some will take transport and 
trek together. Again in January 2007, thirteen children were caught trekking from Togo (3)." 
Although all respondents believed corruption can enable child trafficking and the worst 
forms of child labour, it was valuable to recognize that new ways of trafficking are emerging 
that do not necessitate corrupt acts. 
Corruption manifests itself in many ways, and often times it acts as a facilitator of 
child slavery. According to respondents, corruption makes internal child trafficking possible. 
Additionally, corruption, demonstrated by the complicity or active involvement of police at 
various levels, aids trans-national child trafficking. The creation of false documents was 
recognized as a corrupt practice which abetted the trans-national trafficking process. Lack of 
victim protection and impunity for those who exploit children are made possible by multi-
level corruption. Respondents believed that corruption was a facilitating factor in child 
slavery, yet respondents differed in their opinions as to whether or not corruption was a 
necessary facilitating factor enabling child slavery to occur. 
Understanding the Socioeconomic Context 
It was not originally intended to investigate the relationship between child slavery 
and poverty, yet this connection inevitably arose with all ten respondents. Quite simply, it 
was stated that "If you want to talk about corruption and exploitation, you must first talk 
about poverty. If you understand poverty, you will understand all these things (3)." All ten 
respondents agreed that poverty was the root cause of child slavery; "The basis of trafficking 
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is poverty. Here in Africa we have many kids, but not the means to feed them. If we use birth 
control and have less children this can stop. People get trafficked here because we are richer 
than surrounding countries. In sum, these countries of origin must be developed (7)." 
Similarly, another respondent shared his thoughts; "I think, like I said before, it is because of 
poverty that parents accept for their children to be bought and sold. Personally, I think that it 
is like how kids were used in mills in America in the Industrial Revolution. If there is not the 
poverty, the trafficking and exploitation will stop. If Africans living here are desperate, they 
will take risky travel for a better life. They believe they will find a better standard of living 
(2)." Furthermore, while explaining how children are trafficked into the Cote d'Ivoire and 
why they work in commodity production, one respondent said, "Sometimes kids are told that 
when they come they will get money. Exploitation exists because of poverty. Parents will 
believe someone who says they will take their kids to the farm for good work. I will not give 
up my child but train him myself, because I have the opportunity. It is only the poor person 
who can give up his child (2)." It became clear that poverty made families vulnerable, 
leading them to risky migration. 
According to one respondent, the relationship between child slavery and poverty was 
reflected in seasonal crop shortages; "In Niger where there is a lot of drought, parents can not 
refuse [the offers of traffickers] because of the poverty. In three or four months of the year 
they have food. Once they've harvested the plantations of beans and cereals, there is no more 
food, no harvest. Trafficking has roots in these poor countries. It is the rainy season there, we 
do not have people coming through so much at the moment (3). "Not only does poverty 
induce people to give up their kids, it motivates people to traffic children; "[Child slavery] 
exists because of poverty. Trafficking in children today is an occupation for people to make 
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money. Some people think it is necessary to do illegal work just to survive (3)." Clearly, 
poverty had a large role to play in child slavery, and every respondent recognized it as a root 
cause. It was poverty which made children vulnerable, but it was also poverty which induced 
people to exploit children. 
Poverty recognized as a root cause of child slavery, but it was also considered to be a 
contributor to corruption. Four respondents blamed the existence of corruption on poverty; 
"It is clear that it is mostly poverty that contributes to corruption (5)." Furthermore, one 
respondent claimed that corruption increased as poverty increased, because people 
sometimes turn to corrupt acts in desperation; "Today with the sociopolitical situation of the 
country ... before there was corruption, but it has only increased now because of the war19 
(5)." Surprisingly, in some instances, respondents were even sympathetic to those who 
engaged in corrupt practices; "The officials are corrupt, but it is not their fault because the 
bribes are tempting which are being offered by the traffickers (7)." Poverty was more widely 
recognized as a root cause of child slavery than as a contributor to corruption. Nevertheless, 
understanding corruption in the socioeconomic context defined by poverty sheds light on 
how poverty contributes to corruption. 
Conclusion 
Interviews conducted in Aboisso demonstrated respondents' vast knowledge of child 
slavery based on their work with the DC and on events they had witnessed in their own 
communities. Respondents painted a detailed picture of how the child slavery process occurs 
in West Africa. They shared their knowledge about the existence of slavery, internal and 
trans-national trafficking, general trends in the trafficking process, who the actors are 
19 Cote d'Ivoire had a brief civil war which peaked in 2002 . Many parts of the country are in a state of recovery, 
though some regions are still plagued by warring factions (Off, 2007). Cote d'lvoire's civil war led to a 
significant increase in poverty (ARB, 2006). 
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exploiting children and why they believed child slavery existed in the Cote d'Ivoire. 
Although corruption was a sensitive subject, respondents recognized its existence in Cote 
d'Ivoire. Definitions of corruption varied; it was defined broadly as an undeserved service in 
exchange for money or special relationships, and as a violation of citizen's rights. In some 
instances, respondents believed child slavery and corruption were the same act. After gaining 
insight into perceptions of child slavery and corruption, the relationship between these two 
phenomena was investigated. It was discovered that, through the complicit or active 
involvement of police at various levels, corruption facilitates internal and trans-national 
trafficking. Additionally, it became apparent that authorities contributed to the trans-national 
trafficking process through the creation of false documents in origin countries. Furthermore, 
corruption compromised victim protection and enabled an environment of impunity to reign, 
disallowing justice to be brought to perpetrators exploiting children. Although respondents 
recognized a clear relationship between child slavery and corruption, there was dissent as to 
whether or not it was always necessary in order for child slavery to occur. The issue of 
poverty inevitably arose in every interview. Poverty was explained as the root cause of child 
slavery. Similarly, poverty was also considered to be a contributor to corruption. The 
information gathered from members of the DC in Aboisso gives valuable insight into the 
existence of child slavery in Cote d' Ivoire, and its connections to corruption. In the following 
chapter, these findings will be compared and contrasted to the literature. 
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Chapter Five 
Discussion 
Research conducted in Aboisso confirmed existing information and uncovered new 
facts. In this chapter, results from research presented in Chapter Four will be compared and 
contrasted to the literature reviewed in Chapter Two. Perceptions of child slavery and 
corruption, the connections between them, and the socioeconomic context defmed by poverty 
are discussed. 
Perceptions of Child Slavery and Corruption 
In addressing the first objective, understanding perceptions of child slavery and 
corruption, respondents articulated their perceptions of these two phenomena. For the most 
part, perceptions were comparable to what can be found in the literature. For example, the 
process by which a trafficker returns to his or her home village and lures children away under 
the false premise that they will find quality work or education was explained by many 
respondents. This reflects the work of Manzo (2005a), who found that West African children 
were lured to the Cote d' Ivoire (with parental consent) by someone they know, only to find 
themselves working as slaves. In addition, respondents noted the desperation of families 
living in poor source areas, which corresponds to the finding that some West African 
families were sufficiently desperate to send their child away in a gamble for a better life 
(ASI, 2004). Furthermore, respondents recognized that a part of their culture, in which 
children are sent away to find work with relatives, has been abused in recent history, 
corresponding to similar findings that migration, rooted in tradition, facilitates the work of 
intermediaries (ILO, 2001 ). Findings from this project regarding perceptions of child slavery 
are comparable to the literature, strengthening known facts about child slavery. 
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In regards to corruption, respondents perceived it as an undeserved serv1ce m 
exchange for money or special relationships, and as a violation of citizens' rights. Although 
variation existed among respondents, such perceptions of corruption reflect the literature, 
which identifies corruption as the abuse of public office for private benefit (Tanzi, 1998). 
Variation may have been due to personal experiences. For example, those who had been extorted by 
corrupt practices in the past may have been more apt to identify it as a violation of a citizen's rights. 
Yet in contrast to the literature, some respondents did not differentiate between child slavery 
and corruption, the reason being that respondents with this point of view claimed that child 
slavery necessitated corruption, and that an act necessitating corruption can be seen as a 
manifestation of corruption itself. Upon understanding perceptions, the second objective, 
understanding how corruption enabled child slavery, was approached. 
Respondents spoke passionately about who they believed were the actors exploiting 
children. It was believed that a person often returned to their home village in order to find 
and traffic children. This practice is commonly named as a means to traffic children for 
labour exploitation in the West African region (ILO, 2001; UNO DC, 2006a). Five 
respondents identified both nationals and non-nationals as able to partake in such a practice, 
and one respondent did not distinguish between nationals and non-nationals. Notably, in 
contrast to the literature, this project uncovered strong views of four respondents that it was 
only non-Ivorians who were trafficking children. This point of view may be explained by 
examining the post-independence Ivorian culture and history. 
Felix Houphouet Boigny, the country's first and longstanding post-independence 
president, created a sense of nationalism which favoured development by using external 
resources, namely labour, to construct a nation (Akindes, 2003). Migration to the Cote 
d'Ivoire from surrounding countries increased in the 1960s with post-independence 
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agricultural expansion (Konsiega, 2006). Outside shocks, including falling commodity prices 
and drought, spurred a continuing economic downturn that was detrimental to the economy 
in decades to come (Fofana, 2001). The combination of an increase in migrants and a 
decrease in the well-being of Ivorians translated into animosity amongst Ivorians and non-
Ivorians (Off, 2007). Yet such animosity was not new. Rather, it was the transformation of 
developmental nationalism introduced by Boigny, into "Ivoirite:" a type of nationalism 
favouring a less open economy and ethnocentric elitism defining power distribution and 
national preference (Akindes, 2003). In light of these facts which characterize much of the 
recent political atmosphere, it is not surprising that some respondents tended to blame non-
Ivorians. 
It is currently unknown if more non-Ivorians than Ivorians are trafficking children in 
the region. Given the illicit and decentralized nature of the crime, trends may be observed, 
but concrete numbers are difficult to decipher. Therefore, Ivorians should not go 
unrecognized as potential actors, and the politico-cultural context in which child slavery 
occurs must be taken into account. 
In addition to blaming non-Ivorians, two respondents placed blame on parents. This 
contrasts the literature, which does not identify parents as active agents, and which explains 
that parents should not be considered guilty in the trafficking process as they are most often 
innocent victims of deception (HRW, 2003). Respondents with this point of view explained 
that although corruption can be a factor once processes of slavery are underway, parents are 
to blame for giving up their children in the first place. Such a point of view contrasts not just 
the literature, but also the other eight respondents, who recognized parents most often give 
up their kids out of desperation and under deception, as opposed to a motive of malevolence 
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or greed. Identifying non-Ivorians and parents as exploiters of children suggests a lack of 
ownership for the problem of child slavery. It must be noted that in conducting public 
awareness, the DC intended to instill a sense of ownership of the problem of child slavery in 
everyone; the message was that, 'the well-being of our children is everybody' s 
responsibility.' However, the tendency of respondents to blame others for child slavery 
suggested that while some respondents felt a sense of ownership of the problem, others did 
not. 
The Child Slavery-Corruption Nexus 
In addressing the second objective, understanding how corruption enables child 
slavery, research confirmed that corruption does indeed enable child slavery to flourish. 
Firstly, corruption facilitated trafficking for labour exploitation. Secondly, it compromised 
the protection of victims. Thirdly, corruption created an environment of impunity. In 
addition, corruption was characterized as a multi-level phenomenon, making corruption a 
significant barrier in the fight against child slavery. Research contrasted claims that 
corruption is always a necessary facilitator in processes of child slavery. 
Respondents indicated that corruption facilitated both internal and trans-national 
trafficking through bribery of police at checkpoints and borders, confirming the similar 
finding that bribery was a corrupt practice aiding the trafficking process (Agbu, 2003; 
Lezertua, 2003). Notably in this project, police were considered responsible for leading 
convoys of trafficked children in the Cote d'Ivoire. Likewise, police organization of 
trafficking has emerged as a manifestation of corruption in other instances (Lezertua, 2003). 
Respondents shared that the procurement of false documents allowed for the trafficking of 
minors, corresponding to the findings ofUNODC (2006b) in which false documentation was 
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identified as a criminal act used in the trafficking process in West Africa. The comparison of 
this project's research findings reflects those of previous research, strengthening what is 
known about the relationship between child trafficking and corruption. 
A second aspect, compromising the protection of victims, was confirmed by this 
project. This is logical when comparing to Mulinge (2002), who argues that corruption is 
inconsistent with the protection of children. Respondents recognized that the effects of 
corruption counteracted work conducted by the DC on behalf of children, such as identifying 
victims and facilitating reintegration or repatriation processes. This is not unlike other cases, 
as other organizations working with victims found that they hit the glass ceiling of 
corruption, blocking their prevention efforts (Richards, 2004). It was exemplified how the 
work of the DC may be undermined; while waiting to repatriate a group of child victims to 
their homes, corrupt diplomacy led to the unjust repatriation of a child (to an unknown 
destination) before he could be brought back to his family. As illustrated in West Africa and 
in other regions, this is not a rare occurrence (Global Exchange, 2006; Richards, 2004). 
According to respondents, it is the child victims who suffer most. Corruption in the 
trafficking process occurs at the expense of a child's well being, which takes an immense toll 
on the human dignity of children (Lyday, 2001). Research conducted in this project confirms 
that corruption compromises the protection of victims. 
Corruption created an environment of impunity. Responses confirmed that corruption 
led to a weakness in the judicial system, for corruption within the judicial system allowed 
traffickers and employers to conduct their work with freedom from fear of punishment. For 
example, a person may bribe a judge or avoid prosecution based on special relationships. 
Such responses are not unlike accusations of corruption and collusion with traffickers that 
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had been made against government officials in West Africa (UNODC, 2006b). Resulting 
from collusion, respondents believed that there was not strong punishment to deter those 
exploiting children. Similarly the ILO (200 1 ), found that charges are rarely pressed against 
perpetrators in West Africa, and furthermore, that a lack of trust in the judicial system 
probably discourages people from taking action. Research confirms that corruption leads to a 
weakness in the judicial system as it compromises laws in place to fight against child 
slavery; this creates an environment on impunity. 
Corruption is a multi-level phenomenon, making it an unmitigated obstacle which 
acts as a barrier at many levels of attempted intervention. For example, respondents believed 
a person found to be exploiting children may bribe various levels of public law enforcement 
including police on the road, border patrol officers, police commissioners, and judges. It was 
also indicated that corruption of diplomats and government officials can have the power to 
undermine intervention efforts. These actors have also been identified by Richards (2004), as 
actors making up the various levels of corruption related to trafficking for labour 
exploitation. Multi-level corruption suggests entrenchment, wherein relationships between 
stakeholders in the slavery process are carefully cultivated, and advantages gained through 
corrupt acts do not stay with the individual, but are fluid in the chain of command (Lezertua, 
2003). Research confirmed this entrenchment. Respondents claimed that corruption was like 
a business and that the DC's work is challenged, because stopping the child slavery process 
would not be beneficial for corrupt individuals involved in making it happen. This project 
further exemplifies that corruption is a multi-level phenomenon. 
Although this project confirms elements of what is known about corruption m 
processes related to child slavery, in contrast to the literature, new information emerged 
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indicating that corruption is not always a necessary facilitator of child slavery in West 
Africa. This is true of the child trafficking process in particular. Although corruption was 
often a crucial element, several situations described by respondents illustrated that traffickers 
were using means to transport children that did not necessitate corruption. More specifically, 
traffickers were circumventing main transport routes so that corruption of border patrols and 
police were not necessary in order to transport children. This contrasts the small body of 
literature available on corruption and child slavery. For example, Richards (2004) argued that 
corruption is a crucial element of trafficking. Moreover, trafficking is thought to require 
systemic corruption including the establishment of corrupt relationships and networks, as 
well as high level corruption (PACO, 2002). However, such sentiments are challenged by 
this project's findings . The reasons for this contrast are twofold. Firstly, due to a lack of 
resources, it is difficult to guard entire borders between West African countries. Therefore, 
traffickers can transport children where they know border patrols can be avoided. Secondly, 
this avoidance is made possible by natural geography. For example, respondents indicated 
that the West African coastline is home to an intricate system of weaving lagoons, and these 
are often maneuvered to transport goods illegally, including children. Land, lagoons, and 
ocean can be travelled. Child trafficking in West Africa differs from other regions where 
borders are not so easily avoided. The contrast between research for this project and 
available literature to date highlights the importance of local realities. 
The Socioeconomic Context 
Poverty was consistently viewed by respondents as a root cause of child slavery. 
Likewise, Bales (2004), argues that poverty is what makes people vulnerable to enslavement, 
and ASI states that the rise in trafficking in persons in West Africa is due to a rise in poverty 
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(2004). Respondents confirmed several push factors of poverty. For example, poverty was 
blamed for decreasing a child's opportunity to go to school, as previously found by 
Admassie, (2002). Poverty was identified as a major reason for regional migration, reflecting 
UNODC (2006a) which explained that migration occurs in response to perceived 
opportunities. Respondents recognized a demand for cheap labour at the source as a pull 
factor of poverty, which had been identified by Manzo (2005a). The research in this project 
confirmed that poverty leads to child slavery through various push and pull factors, as 
respondents shared accounts of what they had personally witnessed; concrete examples of the 
sheer desperation faced by some West African families were given, reflecting what can be 
found in the literature. 
Comparable to research, respondents expressed anger with corrupt acts, such as 
bribery, which deprived them of hard earned money; thus, there was an implicit recognition 
that corruption led to poverty. This echoes Collier (2000), who claimed corruption should 
excite outrage as it is a cause of poverty in Africa. However, in contrast to the literature, 
respondents believed poverty was not simply a consequence, but also a cause of corruption. 
For example, respondents stated that people resorted to corrupt practices in order to make a 
living in a poor economy, and it was thought that corruption increased after the war because 
poverty had increased. Respondents at times empathized with individuals who resorted to 
corruption, and, based on the poor economy, understood the incentive for their behaviour. 
Collier (2000), writes specifically about how to reduce poverty in Africa; although he 
demonstrates the need to decrease incentives for corruption, he fails to recognize poverty as 
an incentive. 
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A connection between poverty and corruption is well known (Bales 2004; Collier, 
2000; CPI, 2006b; UNO DC, 2005). Yet a one way relationship in which corruption causes 
poverty is demonstrated in the literature, rather than a two way relationship as found in this 
project. Such a contrast is surprising considering that from an economic standpoint, poverty 
would be a likely incentive for corruption. The reasoning for contrast may lie in our 
perceptions of right and wrong. For example, Fagbadebo (2007) states that even divergent 
views agree corruption is bad behaviour. To recognize poverty as a cause for corruption may 
lend a sympathetic ear to corrupt acts or even partially excuse corruption. Therefore, to do so 
would be a difficult action to take, which challenges the norm of viewing corruption as a 
negative action. However, this project uncovered a two-way causal relationship between 
corruption and poverty (Figure 4 ). Thus, the relationship hypothesized in the analytical 
framework presented in Chapter One is confirmed. 
Poverty 
Corruption 
Enables 
Child Slavery 
Child 
Trafficking 
Worst Forms of 
Child Labour 
Figure 4- Analytical Framework for Understanding Child Slavery and Corruption 
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Conclusion 
The discussion presented has compared and contrasted results of this project to 
available literature, thereby highlighting confirmed and new information. Results confirmed 
much of what was known about child slavery and corruption. For instance, respondents had 
similar definitions of child slavery and corruption as found in the literature. The various 
ways in which corruption enables child slavery were confirmed, and respondents echoed 
others who spoke about the relevance of poverty to child slavery and corruption. Importantly, 
contrasts were also explored. It became apparent that there were strongly held views 
regarding the actors exploiting children. Respondents also explained that although corruption 
often enabled child slavery, traffickers were circumventing main transport routes so that 
corruption was not necessary. In addition, respondents recognized a two way relationship 
where not only does corruption cause poverty, but poverty causes corruption. In Chapter Six, 
key elements of this project will be summarized, and methodological conclusions, and 
theoretical and practical recommendations will be drawn. 
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Chapter Six 
Conclusion 
This project investigated the relationship between child slavery and corruption in 
West Africa. Information was gathered through qualitative interviews conducted in Cote 
d'Ivoire. Results, and the conclusions and recommendations which follow, are applicable to 
the relationship between child slavery and corruption as it exists in West Africa. 
Research on child slavery, composed of child trafficking and the worst forms of child 
labour, is important as child slavery compromises the well-being of children, and increasing 
our knowledge lies at the heart of addressing the phenomenon. Despite a growing awareness, 
especially following a media frenzy over a supposed slave ship spotted off the West African 
coastline, there still exists a great need for knowledge of child slavery in West Africa when 
compared to other world regions. In addition, understanding the relationship between child 
slavery and corruption is imperative. Corruption greases the wheels of many aspects of child 
slavery, and failure to recognize its enabling effects is detrimental to efforts to understand 
child slavery in West Africa. In light of the aforementioned importance, the goal of this 
project was to investigate the relationship between child slavery and corruption via two 
objectives. The first objective was to understand perceptions of child trafficking, the worst 
forms of child labour, and corruption. The second objective was to learn how corruption 
enables these processes to occur. In order to investigate this relationship, qualitative methods 
were applied to a case study in rural Cote d'Ivoire, and research was approached with an 
analytical framework recognizing that child slavery and corruption exist in a wider 
socioeconomic context defined by poverty. 
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A review of literature available to date summarized relevant concepts relating to each 
research variable, and demonstrated the need for further investigation of their relationship. A 
child was defined as a person under the age of eighteen. Child slavery was defined as a 
phenomenon made up of child trafficking, the nonconsensual movement of a child between 
and within countries for the purpose of exploitation, and the worst forms of child labour, 
work done against a child's will through violence and coercion. It was explained that because 
child slavery is a subject only recently under investigation, illicit in nature, and decentralized, 
its incidence can be difficult to ascertain. However, poverty is a root cause of child slavery, 
and recognizing the push factors (lack of education, HIV and AIDS, and migration) and pull 
factor (producer demand for cheap labour) created by poverty places child slavery in its 
wider socioeconomic context, thereby contributing to an understanding of its existence in 
West Africa. 
Corruption was defined as the abuse of public office for private benefit, and petty 
corruption of the police, legal and judiciary institutions were specified as the type of 
corruption to be investigated in this project. The availability of standardized data on 
corruption showed that corruption in the public sector is rampant, and it is readily apparent 
that corrupt acts affect the lives of many West Africans. Understanding corruption in the 
wider socioeconomic context illustrated that corruption caused poverty. Literature regarding 
the relationship between child slavery and corruption illustrated that corruption facilitates 
child trafficking, compromises the protection of child slavery victims, and leads to an 
environment of impunity for perpetrators. Lastly, it was made apparent that the relationship 
between child slavery and corruption in West Africa needs to be investigated further. 
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The qualitative methods used in this project were identified. Following the literature 
review, Cote d'Ivoire was decided upon as a suitable location for primary research, and semi-
structured interviews were identified as the most suitable research method. Although it was 
not possible to conduct research in all of West Africa because of logistical complexity, there 
are common characteristics among the West African countries studied in this project. 
Therefore results, conclusions, and recommendations drawn from this project are applicable 
to the West African region in general. Questionnaire design, and identifying research 
subjects and site were then addressed in collaboration with local counterparts. Research 
subjects were drawn from a group of volunteers engaged in the fight against child slavery. 
Aboisso, a region where child slavery is known to exist, was decided upon as a research site. 
The case study in Cote d'Ivoire was based on ten interviews conducted over a one week 
period. 
The case study in Cote d'Ivoire uncovered a wealth of information. Addressing the 
first objective, understanding perceptions of child slavery and corruption, illustrated that 
local definitions did not largely differentiate from literature. In relation to slavery, 
respondents had a greater knowledge of trans-national rather than internal trafficking, and 
were very knowledgeable of general trends in the trafficking process. There was dissent 
regarding whether it was Ivorians or non-Ivorians who trafficked and subsequently exploited 
children, and two respondents blamed parents for giving their children up to be exploited. 
Respondents believed child slavery existed in the Cote d'Ivoire because child labour was a 
part of local culture, a poor economy at the source and a lack of education made children 
vulnerable, and poverty at the destination created a demand for children. 
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Addressing the second objective, understanding how corruption enables child slavery, 
illustrated that corruption aided internal trafficking. In addition, corruption aided trans-
national trafficking through complicity (bribery) or active involvement (organizing convoys 
of children or creating false documents) of police at various levels. It was demonstrated that 
corruption compromises the protection of victims and allows for an environment of impunity 
to reign. Respondents explained that traffickers were starting to transport children without 
using corruption by circumventing main transport routes. 
In conducting interviews, poverty consistently arose as a factor relevant to both child 
slavery and corruption. All ten respondents explained that poverty was a root cause of child 
slavery. Respondents recognized that money had been unrightfully taken from them through 
corrupt acts, implicitly recognizing corruption as a cause of poverty. However, four 
respondents stated that poverty actually caused corruption. Results gathered from interviews 
gave valuable insight into the relationship between child slavery and corruption in the West 
African region. 
This project compared and contrasted results obtained through primary research to 
information available in the literature, thereby highlighting confirmed and new information. 
Results confirmed much of what was known about child slavery and corruption. Respondents 
had similar definitions of child slavery and corruption as found in the literature. Yet there 
was a slight variation as some viewed child slavery and corruption as the same, rather than 
separate but related, phenomena. The various ways in which corruption enables child slavery 
were confirmed, and respondents echoed others who spoke about the relevance of poverty to 
child slavery and corruption. Importantly, contrasts were also explored. It became apparent 
that there were strongly held views regarding the actors exploiting children; in some cases 
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non-Ivorians and parents were blamed, suggesting a lack of ownership for the problem of 
child slavery. Respondents explained that although corruption often enabled child slavery, 
traffickers were circumventing main transport routes so that corruption was not necessary, 
highlighting the importance of local realities. In addition, respondents recognized a two way 
relationship where not only does corruption cause poverty, but poverty causes corruption. 
Such a finding challenges the norm of viewing corruption as a negative action. The findings 
of this project confirmed previously known facts and brought new information to light. Such 
findings lead to methodological conclusions, and theoretical and practical recommendations. 
Methodological Conclusions 
Methodological conclusions can be drawn from the research process in this project. 
Firstly, effective cross-cultural communication is a necessary element of conducting 
qualitative research. Secondly, creating an environment of trust are an imperative part of the 
interview process. Thirdly, certain aspects of the methods, including the suitability of 
research site and the ability to find common ground with subjects, can prove to be 
particularly advantageous in the research process. 
Cross-cultural communication was a necessary element of conducting research, and 
the first aspect to be addressed was language. My French language abilities are limited, yet 
all interviews were to be carried out in French. To ensure I accessed all information, there 
were two translators working simultaneously. Both were West African. One was an 
Anglophone who was fluent in French, and the other was a Francophone fluent in English; 
from experience I knew this would ensure the most accurate responses. Our team of three 
simulated interviews before research started, and learned how to conduct the interviews most 
effectively. In conducting the interviews, our teamwork ensured the effectiveness of our 
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method. Responses were translated as they were being given, and then paraphrased back to 
respondents after each question to ensure the information had been clearly understood. Using 
this approach, the potential language barrier was broken down, and clear and accurate 
information was obtained. 
The second aspect of cross-cultural communication which arose was the cultural 
manner of speaking; this manner is inherent in the language and must be learned through 
experience. As an Anglophone Canadian, I am direct in my manner of speaking, but this is 
not the norm in Ivorian culture. The semi-structured interviews were a product of Western 
thought; the research questions were direct and open-ended as called for according to 
academic and ethical protocol. For example, in order to understand a person's perception of 
corruption, a question I formulated was: "According to you, what is corruption?" My Ivorian 
counterpart warned me beforehand that this may offend some interviewees, discouraging 
them from sharing their opinion, because this direct manner of speaking is impolite in the 
Cote d'Ivoire. He suggested using a story to explain an idea, enabling the interviewee to 
respond with his or her own story. An example of this would be sharing a story I had read 
about the corruption of Ivorian police. Due to ethical concerns, this was not possible; telling 
a story may suggest a response, whereas an open-ended question does not. Based on ethical 
concerns, interviews proceeded with direct open-ended questions. In practice this proved to 
be a challenge; one respondent said to the translator "You are Ivorian. You must teach her 
the way to speak to our people, or she will not find answers. If she wants to ask indirectly, 
then indirectly I can give the answer." In this case, the respondent proceeded by telling us 
stories from his work in order to answer questions. We followed his request, and 
subsequently communicated effectively. Thus, effective cross-cultural communication 
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resulted from collaboration with respondents and local counterparts, and it was a necessary 
element in conducting research. 
Creating an environment of trust arose as an imperative part of the research process. 
Trust was an element to be gained rather than to be taken for granted. In the Cote d'Ivoire, 
views on the rights of the child vary widely, and corruption tends to be a phenomenon known 
to exist but not openly discussed. Therefore, both child slavery and corruption are sensitive 
subjects. Additionally, the colour of my skin represented people who had betrayed the trust 
of Africans in the past. In fact, I was often referred to as la blanche20, rather than by name. In 
addition to colonialism, some respondents felt trust had been betrayed in recent history when 
western reporters had come to ask questions, but had changed respondents' answers in 
subsequent publications. Though warned about the relevant history, it is not possible to 
change the colour of one's skin. Rather, I learned to address the challenge by being as 
friendly and open as possible. Interviews started with introductions, and the exchange of 
news, a polite cultural practice where current events regarding an individual and their family 
are sought. Respondents were then assured that their answers were anonymous in the verbal 
consent process, putting them at ease. However, this was complicated when they were asked 
to indicate consent with their signature. For example, one respondent asked: "But if this is 
anonymous, why must I sign my name?" For the western researcher it is an ethical formality, 
and a troublesome one in the case of this project. An explanation of the ethical protocol did 
not help. A compromise was reached by allowing respondents to sign an X on the consent 
form, and to write their name on a separate piece of paper. Through open dialogue and being 
wary of different comfort levels with the research topic, an environment of trust was created. 
20 White female 
74 
In retrospect, the suitability of the research site, as well as the ability to find common 
ground with subjects, were particularly advantageous in the research process. Most research 
was done in Aboisso, the small city which is the capital of the Department of Aboisso. In 
addition, while organizing the interviews, the Chief of Projects indicated that villagers of 
Adjake were keen to volunteer as subjects. Adjake is a cocoa producing village located on 
the main road winding along the West African coastline, a significant trafficking route. 
Information could not be found closer to the source. As pointed out by one respondent, "We 
don't personally traffic, but we see them when they are being trafficked to the country ... we 
live in the place where the deal is done." Information gathered from respondents in Aboisso 
and Adjake was based on years of eye-witness accounts, and on the trials faced in combating 
child slavery. Subjects interviewed had a strong will that motivated them to do their work 
and gave us a common ground. Both the subjects and I were working in the interest of the 
children's well-being. In part, because of this common ground, respondents were more apt to 
share their point of view. Solidarity was advantageous. Due to the suitability of the research 
site, and the ability to find common ground with subjects, a wealth of information was 
uncovered. 
In practice, the necessity of effective cross-cultural communication and creating an 
environment of trust arose as crucial elements in the interview process. Certain aspects, 
including the suitability of the research site, and the ability to find common ground with 
subjects, were particularly advantageous in opening up dialogue. These elements present 
lessons learned for future research, and are imperative to conducting qualitative research on 
sensitive topics in a cross-cultural setting. 
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Theoretical Recommendations 
Based on confirmed and new information, important conclusions can be drawn that 
lead to recommendations for future research. Firstly, there is a need for further investigation 
of the relationship between child slavery and corruption specifically in the West African 
region. Secondly, the relevance of poverty must be recognized in future research. Thirdly, 
poverty as a cause of corruption must be recognized and investigated. 
There is a need for further investigation of the relationship between child slavery and 
corruption specifically in West Africa. The region is vast and complex, and through a 
relatively small research design, this project uncovered valuable information indicating the 
potential for much more to be discovered. Furthermore, this project found that the use of 
corrupt acts could be avoided when traffickers circumvented main transport routes. I 
recommend research be undertaken to better understand aspects of the West African region 
that make this possible. Such aspects include local knowledge and geography which make 
travel possible in less developed regions, as well as the connections between local economies 
and child trafficking. Additionally, research should aim to discover commonly used 
trafficking routes which are not located on main transport arteries. 
The relevance of poverty must be recognized in any efforts to understand child 
slavery in West Africa. The analytical framework used to approach this research recognized 
a relationship between child slavery and poverty, and the vast majority of literature identified 
poverty as a root cause of child slavery. The great importance placed on poverty by 
respondents affirms the need to recognize the socioeconomic context in which child slavery 
occurs. Considering the inextricable link between poverty and child slavery, it is imperative 
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that any future research of child slavery in West Africa takes the socioeconomic context into 
account. 
Poverty must be recognized as an incentive to engage in corrupt acts. In the literature 
it emerged that corruption causes poverty, and corruption was most often viewed as a 
negative behaviour. Yet respondents identified a two way relationship in which corruption is 
not just a cause, but also a consequence, of poverty; they expressed understanding of why a 
person may resort to corruption. By placing values of good and bad on corruption, the 
complete picture of corruption can not be fully illustrated. Although it challenges the norm, 
corruption must be recognized as a consequence of poverty, and I recommend that the causal 
effect of poverty on corruption be investigated in future research. Recognizing poverty as a 
cause of corruption will lead to more effective interventions. 
Practical Recommendations 
Ina addition to the theoretical recommendations above, important practical 
recommendations for organizations fighting against child slavery can be made from this 
project. Firstly, it would be advantageous for the organizations working in the field to be 
aware of differing perceptions regarding the actors exploiting children, and the potential 
problems this may pose. Secondly, the complexity of relationships highlights the need for 
holistic approaches in programming to fight child slavery 
Differing perceptions of who were considered to be the actors exploiting children 
illustrated a stark difference in beliefs. Potential misplacement of blame may hinder the work 
of organizations working in the domain of child slavery. Placing blame indicates a lack of 
ownership for the problem of child slavery; this is directly counterproductive to the work of 
the DC interviewed in this project, because the DC acts to make child slavery everybody's 
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responsibility through public awareness. Moreover, if lvorians are excused as irrelevant 
actors in processes of child slavery, or parents are not recognized in many cases as victims of 
deception, a child's well-being may be further compromised. Therefore it can be concluded 
that differing perceptions of who were considered to be the actors exploiting children poses a 
potential problem in addressing child slavery. The tendency to blame others, non-Ivorians in 
particular, may be deep-rooted in Cote d'Ivoire's post-colonial history, and attempting to 
change attitudes is a major feat in itself. However, it is recommended that organizations 
working in the domain of child slavery in West Africa be aware of this issue, its politico-
cultural basis, and the effect it may have on their efforts. 
Holistic programming is imperative in combating child slavery. This project 
uncovered the complexity of relationships between child slavery, corruption, and poverty. 
Respondents identified poverty as a root cause, and corruption as a facilitator of, child 
slavery. Accordingly, it may seem logical to address poverty in order to fight child slavery. 
However, respondents identified a two way causal relationship between poverty and 
corruption. Consequently, efforts to address poverty may be counteracted by the effects of 
corruption. It is readily apparent that one factor cannot be considered without the other. Due 
to the complexities uncovered in this project, I recommend that organizations working in the 
domain of child slavery use holistic programming approaches that take both corruption and 
poverty into account when addressing child slavery. 
Conclusion 
Child slavery and corruption pervade many West African communities. The 
relationship between these two phenomena is all too often ignored, to the detriment of 
attempted progress in the fight against child slavery. This project provided insight into how 
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child slavery and corruption are related. It is but a snapshot into the complexities of child 
slavery and corruption in the West African region, and is based on information gathered at 
the source which offers invaluable insight. Though child slavery and corruption are illicit in 
nature and often concealed in the global margins, these two phenomena are ready to be 
researched. Through continued inquiry, increased understanding will improve efforts in the 
fight against child slavery. 
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Appendix B 
Questionnaire for Interviews with DC of Aboisso 
Date: 
Name: 
Position on the committee: 
1. Learning about the respondent: 
a. Please tell me about your role with the committee. 
b. How long have you worked with the committee? 
c. How long have you worked in this domain? 
2. Learning about child slavery 
a. According to you, what is child trafficking? 
b. According to you, what is child labour? 
c. Can you tell me about how they occur here in West Africa? 
3. Learning about corruption 
a. Do you believe that corruption exists in the Cote d'Ivoire? 
b. According to you, what is corruption? 
c. Can you tell me about how corruption occurs here in West Africa? 
4. Learning about child slavery and corruption 
a. Do you think that corruption contributes to child trafficking between 
countries? 
b. Do you think that corruption contributes to child trafficking within Cote 
d'Ivoire? 
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c. Do you think corruption enables a person to exploit a child under the worst 
forms of child labour? 
d. Do you think corruption allows for the continuance of child trafficking and 
the worst forms of child labour? 
5. Conclusion 
a. Is there anything you would like to share that we have not yet talked about? 
Thank you very much for your time and cooperation. 
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